U.S. Department of Justice

Federal Bureau of Investigation

Washington, D.C. 20535

November 28, 2006

MR. WILLIAM J. MAXWELL

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS \ , |
DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH ’

608 SOUTH WRIGHT STREET

URBANA, IL 61801

Subject:PATTERSON, LOUISE THOMPSON
FOIPA No. 1059924- 001
Dear Requester:

The enclosed documents were reviewed under the Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts
(FOIPA), Title 5, United States Code, Section 552/552a. Deletions have been made to protect information
which is exempt from disclosure, with the appropriate exemptions noted on the page next to the excision. In
addition, a deleted page information sheet was inserted in the file to indicate where pages were withheld
entirely. The exemptions used to withhold information are marked below and explained on the enclosed
Form OPCA-16a:

—

Section 552 (/ Section 552a

®(b)(1) B(b)(7)(A) a(d)(5)
®(b)(2) a(b)(7)(B) a()(2)
®(b)(3) RULE 6(e) FEDERAL ®(b)(7)(C) O(k)(1)
RULES OF CRIMINAL ®(b)(7)(D) O(k)(2)
PROCEDURE O(b)(7)(E) 0(k)(3)

O(b)(7)(F) \ O(k)(4)
B(b)(4) B(b)(8) O(k)(5)
B(b)(5) a(b)(9) o(k)(6)
R(b)(6) o ’ B(k)(7)

921 preprocessed pages are enclosed. To expedite requests, preprocessed packages are
released the same way they were originally processed. Documents or information originating with other
Government agencies were not referred to those agencies as part of this release.

R You have the right to appeal any denials. Appeals should be directed in writing to the Director,
Office of Information and Privacy, U.S. Department of Justice, 1425 New York Ave., NW, Suite
11050, Washington, D.C. 20530-0001 within sixty days from the date of this letter. The envelope
and the letter should be clearly marked “Freedom of Information Appeal” or “Information Appeal.”
Please cite the FOIPA number assigned to your request that it may be easily identified.

0 The enclosed material is from the main investigative file(s) in which the subject(s) of your
request was the focus of the investigation. Our search located additional references, in files
relating to other individuals, or matters, which may or may not be about your subject(s). Our
experience is, when ident, references usually contain information similar to the information
processed in the main file(s). Because of our significant backlog, we have given priority to
processing only the main investigative file(s). If you want the references, you must submit a




separate request for them in writing and they will be reviewed at a later date, as time and
resources permit,

O See additional information which follows.

Sincerely yours,

F= YV 1

David M. Hardy

Section Chief,

Record/Information
Dissemination Section

Records Management Division

Enclosure(s)
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EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552

(A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign
policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order;

related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency;

specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute(A) requires that the
matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for
withholding or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld;

trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential;

inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation
with the agency;

personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy;

records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement
records or information ( A ) could be reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person

of aright to a fair trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could be reasonably expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal
privacy, (D) could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or
authority or any private institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled
by a criminal law enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security
intelligence investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law
enforcement investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such
disclosure could reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F ) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or
physical safety of any individual;

contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for
the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or

geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells.
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a
information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding;

material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce
crime or apprehend criminals;

information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign
policy, for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods;

investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or
privilege under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity
would be held in confidence;

material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual pursuant
to the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056;

required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records;

investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian
employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished
information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence;

testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service the
release of which would compromise the testing or examination process;

material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person
who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence.
FBI/DOJ




February 17, 1941

MEMORANDUM

| ol
Re: Louise "Tﬁpson

Information from an unknowp outside source dated at
New York, New York, February 1, 194f, indicates that Louise
Thompson, a vice president of thefInternational Workers Order,
one of the leading Communist settps in America, was present at
a secret meeting of "Red" leaders which was raided, at which
time Loulse Thompson left a small handbag filled with various
material relative to the Communist Party, among which was a
list of names, apparently the personal property of Louise ‘
Thompson, It might be mentioned that Louise Thompson is'a g
negress and that the International WBrkers Order is one-of-the . | 7
wealthiest Communist setups in the country, as they have a
financial reserve of almost two million dollars., It is stated
that Louise Thompson is a well educated negress, has acted as
organizer for the Communist Party in many sections of the United
States, and spent several months in England and almost a year
in Russia, It is stated that it is not known what the following
list represents; that there are many names of individuals on it
who are prominent in this country and who have visited other \
countries during the past few years. The following is a copy of
the list:
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o i
£
¢/o International Publishers Freeman, Va. b7C
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MEMORANDUM

Denver, Colo, Sioux City, Iowa Jacksonville, Fla,
Fairhope, Ala.
MCWillia.ms, Ala. BI‘O!’IX, N- YO
~Abernant, Ala,
Bklyn, N. Y. Opelipa, Ala.
~Bklyn, NeY. Orrville, Ala, Tuscaloosa, Ala.

I—

Uyola, Tenn, Jacksonville, Fla,

Ashland, Monti, Orville, Ala.
L_ | Jacksonville, Fla, b7C

N. Y. City, N. Y. Jacksonville, Fla. Jacksonville, Fla,
Tucson, Arisz, Jacksonville, Fla, Jacksonville, FIla,
Jarratt, Va,

Gadsden, Ala, Jacksonville, Fla.
TT. Worth, Tex. Lamelt, Ala, Jacksonville, Fla.
Fairhope, Ala.

Waverly, Ala. Jacksonville, Fla,




b7C

MEMORANDUM

Greensboro, Ala,

Eva D. dJones
Ashby, Minnesota

Jacksonville, Fla,

Cleveland, Ohio

Savannah Journal
5095 W. Broad St.
Savannah, Ga.

W. Palm Beach, Fla.

Jacksonville, Fla,

Oxford, Mass,.

New York City

Orrville, Ala.

Cleveland, Ohio

Huntington, Tem.

Laneet, Ala,

Orrville, Ala,

Jacksonville, Fla,

Jacksonville, Fla,

Cleveland, Ohio

LJCILL OUIL g - Sodve

Big Island, Va,.

Taneet, Ala.

Jacksonville, Fla.

Houston, Tex.

Marton, Mlss.

Jacksonvlille, kla,

Bronx, N. Y.

Jacksonville, Fla.

JACRSONVIIIE, FId,

N.Y. City, W.Y.

Jacksonville, Fla,

Bklyn, Ne Yo

Jacksonville, Fla,

Jacksonville, Fla,

Jacksonville, Fla,




MEMORANDUM

|Wr11ngton 3> 5. Us

Mernel, Miss.

University Sta.
Austin, Tex.

Brooksville, Fla,

Geneva, N, Y.

New York City

Oxford, Mass.

Oxford, Miss.

Paterson, N, J.

Toms Creek, Va.

Oxiord, Miss.

Crystal Springs, Miss.

“DenIson, TEeX. KNOXVIITIE, TeXXI, Carthage, No.
| | pac
- | |Moorecroft, Wyo.
// r, Colo. Ellington, Mo.
. /// Lanpton Hughes [
i Box 1582 “Rysnham, Montana vebIen, S. Dakota
Carmel, Cal., /
Ashland, Mont,
Urbana, 111, Criptal Springs, Miss.
Champaign, Il1. ' Collinsville, Ala. Dozier, Ala.
c/o|
Washington, D. C. New York City
New York City
b7C

- |

New York City

Elbow Lake, Minn,




KEMORANDUM

Chicago, I1l,

Niagara Falls, N.Y.

Miami, Fla,.

New York City

Kilmechael, Miss,

Ovido, Fla.

New York City

Enough, Mo.

'N. Palm Beach, Fla.

New York City

Oxford, Miss.

Castonia, N. C.

Breckenridge, Tex.

NEST ° m e )

York, Ala.

Centesville, Ala,

la,

Ne Yo C1ty

groters-on-Hudson
New York

Jackson lieights, N.Y.

New York City

Harry I. Cohen
P. 0. Box 2823
Denver, Colo.

Blythaville, Ark.

Meridian, Miss,

Atlanta, Ga.

Norton, Va,

Dallas, Tex.

Provincal, La,

Brooklyn, N.Y.

b7
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Form No. 1
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THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT CHTCAGO, ILLINCIS

FILE NO.]1 00=4092

REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE

PERIOD FOR
ICH MADE

REPORT MADE BY

AED:MAM

v X

y Mrs.

~ CHICAGO, n.;uyoxs .

{) 9/3/ /5/41

/

TITLE N

MRS, WILLI

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

L. PATTERSON, with
zﬁzihse atterson, Mrs.
Louis ompaon, nee Loulse(”‘l‘olls

CHARACTER OF CASE

Louis

7

p7C

Born September 9, 1901, at Chicago, Illinois.
Residence Vincennes Hotel, -Ghicago. Member Central

INTERNAL SECURITY - C

Comnittee of Communist Party of America. Nember ‘“‘“q

National-Council American Pesce Mobilization.

memorandum related in substance that Subject came to the Chicago
2 12, 1941, and turned over to

.’un;:

the International Workers Orge

of the Communist Party, an

' - 5 gb' National Vice-President International Workers Order.
f President, Midwest District Committee, International
X g Workers Order. Member Midwest Federation for Con-
: 5 stitutional Liberties. Participated lay Day Dem-—
< é& onstration May 1, 1941, Member Committee of Peoples
g Co.xference for legislative Action. Married WILLIAM
\ Py L.YPATTERSON, prominent Communist associated with
5 “fiulleTous front organizations and left wing publica-
‘ 359 tions. No credit record or criminal record, Chicago.
‘% < Iisted for custodial detention,
[ W !
§§ g“’é.‘-’-' c.
DETAILS:
b2
b7D AT CHICAGO, ILLINOIS
This investigation is predicated upon a memorandum dated
July 2, 1941, which was received by this Office fr onfidential
Informan whose identity has been made known t{o the Bureau. This

L

3 - Chicaéaopms

1 -~ Chicago file 100-1

FORWARDED: a H prrapip | DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES
COPIES OF THIS REPORT
5 - ‘
DESTROYEY

T — ANDenrc)lled Qin% %i:,ﬁ;?ﬁ:}’ ;increa31ng the evidence of apparenm é ﬁ‘q

A[RE Qi?mmn

;.i‘ et T

L -

211 AUG 22 1963

b7C
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p7C

complete domination of the IWO by the Communist Party in this area.
Subject was National Secretary of the IWO in 1940.

There was aleo affixed to Chicago file 100-4092, a page f?%ﬁ » g
an article entitled "Cast to Coast with .bouise Thompson" dated 1 '
Noveuber, 1938, from the New Order, 85th Avenue, New York City. =

During the course of a recent investigation of WILLIANM L.
PATTERSCN, Chicago file 100-l, the writer had occasion to review his ;
marriage affidavit dated December 3, 1940, which was on file in the /
Bureau of Vital Statistics for the purpose of obtaining birth data /
pertaining to this individual. The Bureau records reflected that MR. |/
PATTERSON obtained a license to marry a MRS. LOUISE THURMAN. As X
the necessary birth data was not available, Agent later interviewed
PATTERSON under pretext and he, in addition to supplying the birth
data concerning himself, verified he married a KRS, LOUISE THURMAN,

a widow,

A review of a memorandum from Confidential Informant[::]in
file 100-1, reflected that MR. WILLIAM L. PATTERSON married LOUISE b2
THOMPSON. The source of this information has later been determined b7D
as an article which appeared in the Daily Worker on September 29,
1940, which article contained a picture of MR, PATTERSON and his new
bride, LOUISE THOMPSON. 7¢

A review_of the International Workers Order file, 61-174~-

163, Special Agent of the Chicago Office on July 17,
1941, reporteds: b2
Xj‘_r;" b7D
"On kay 10, 194\, Informant was able to ascertain
that LOUISE THOMPSON, who is a high official of the IWO

in this territory resides at the Vincennes Hotel, 601
East 36th Street, Chicago.

"On May 10, 1941, she wasquite pleased to receive a
letter from MR. PATTERSON in New York City, who con-
gratulated her on the fine work she was doing in
Chicago and said he hoped to be in Chicago in a few
days to discuss the Negro situation."

In a port, dated August 19, 1941, serial 173 of the
same file, Agent reported:

"Confidential Informant stated that LOUISE THUWP- b2
SON was referred to as MRS. PATTERSON, further strengthen- ,7p

e




b7C

b2
b7C
L7D

his belief that she is now married to WILLIAM L.
PATTERSON, National Vice-President of the ILD, long
well known as a Communist in this area, Executive
of the Board of the Communist Party, and long
official of the Mtional Negro Congress. Informant
stated that he believed they resided at the
Vincennes Hotel."

Agent recently recontacted MR. PATTERSON by telephone at his
apartment in the Vincennes Hotel, recalling to his mind the recent
conversation between the Agent and himself and advised him that since
the Bureau of Vital Statigics had changed its location, it was necessary
to review the various marriage records on file and to bring them up

t in the course of this interview described himself as
This telephonic conversation took place on September

3, 1941,

MR. PATTERSON advised that MRS. PATTERSON was born in Chicago,
that she was formerly MRS. LOUISE THURMAN, and that her maiden name
was LOUISE TOLLS. Agent advised him that inasmuch as he was well
known at the Election Board, information was on hand to the effect
that he was married to LOUISE THOMPSON, to which question MR. PATTER~-
SON responded that the information was correct, that LOUISE TOLLS
always used the name of her stepfather. He stated that his name was
THOMPSON and that is how his wife came to be known as LOULSE THOMPSON.

It is to be noted that although MR. PATTERSON made out an
affidavit for a marriage license and received said license, no record
of the actual marriage is on file at the Bureau of Vital Statistics,
The marriage affidavit Certificate No. 1652548, reflected that MRS. ’W\\\
LOUISE THURMAN was born September 9, 1901, and described her as a widow. !
Her place of birth was not indicated, but this information was obtained /
through MR. PATTERSON in the course of the interview. /

The Chicago files were reviewed for further information con-
cerning the background of LOUISE THOMPSON. A review of the Interna-
tional Labor Defense file, Chicago file 100-1519, described that Special

Agent]| in a report dated July 17, 1941, (serial 19) men-
tioned the Jubject as a high official in the IWO of Chicago. It re-
flected tha§§ponfidential Informan whose ideptitaw. own to

the Bureau, submitted information 4 e effect that is

the| For the State of Illinois, : conference

«3e




with a fellow named| whom he ieved is connected with the
union. On May 21, 1941, he state indicated he was
friendly with LOUISE THOMPSON and advised "that he had worked

fOfether with LOUISE THOMPSON in the same organization in Mexico in

In a report dated August 27, 1940, by Special Agent
pf Chicago, Chicago file 100-125-121, entitled Communist Party
Activities, Chicago, Illinois Area, it is reflected that from infor-
mation submitted to Chicago by Confidential Informan that as of
June 3, 1938, the Subject was a member of the Central Committee of the
Communist Party of the U. S. America. It describes her as a Negress
and a former teacher in the YWCA in New York City.

Chicago file 100-2659, serial 5, is a report by Special Agent
| dated at Chicago, July 25, 1941, entitled, /Illinois
eoples Conterence for Legislative Action; Trade Union Cgmmittee for
Emergency iglative Action. Agen advises that/{Confidential
Informant whose identity is known to the Bureau,” submitted the

proceedings o e Peoples Conference held at Springfield, Illinois,
May 24, and 2§, 1941, It was reported by the Informant that prior to

the conference negro delegates attempted to register at the Hotel
Abraham and was refused rooms on the lack of accomodations,
Informan dvised that the proposal was made at the conference

that the delegates picket the Hotel Abraham Lincoln. Informant stated
that in fact, it was a planned program as the Negro delegates had no
intentions of registering at the Hotel. He related that the Conference
Arrangements Committee had been advised at least ten days in advance

of this restriction and that at the conference a committee was selected
to meet the Hotel management on the problem of discrimination on the
part of the Negroes. Istated that LOUISE THOMPSON was appoined

a member of this commitiee.

In the same report Agent related that Informant[::::]
reported that LOUISE THOMPSON spoke during the Sunday afternoon session
of the conference. "Miss Thompson pointed out that Illinois laws out-
lawed discrimination against persons in regard totheir color and race
in seeking hotel accomodations and restaurant service." Agent
again pointed out in this report that the conference established as
the official organ "Your Legislative Reporter." He stated that Con-
fidential Informant advised that there was in fact no election,
but at the last meeting of the conference all of the nominations were
read and all adopted and among the officers elected to issue the pub-
lication was LOUISE THOMPSON, who was elected as Treasurer. He stated

that LOUISE THOMPSON was from the International Workers Order.

Pl

b2
b7C
b7D




b7C

b7C

p7C

Chicago file 100-1934, entitled Communist Party in the De-
troit Area, c i in a serial, No. 4, which is a report made by
Special Agentl lof the Springfield Office dated May 26, 1941.
This report mentions the Feoples Conference for Legislative iaction,
which was held in Springfield, Illinois, on May 24, 1941, and also
refers to the subsequent picketing of the Abraham Lincoln Hotel for
the discrimination against Negroes. The report mentions LOUISE THOMP-
SON as a member of the Committee selected at the conference. A re-
view of the Amerlcan Peace Mobilization file, Chicago file 61-1498,
con | a2 serial, No, 84, which is a report made by Special
Agenti | Los Angeles, California, dated February 15, 1941.
This report lists the various members of the American Peace Mohlizgtion
and among the members if indicated the name LOUISE THOMPSON.,

A later report in the same file, serial 71, was prepared by
Special Agent[:;;:::i:::lat Chicago, on December 23, 1940, This file
states that on December L, 1940, at the Chicago Stadium during an
Emergency Peace Mobilization meeting, LOUISE THOMPSON, colored, Na- b1C
tional Vice-President, International Workers Order, was a speaker in

the afternoon session.

In the International Workers Order file, 61-174, Special
Agent[___ lof the Chicago Office in a report 1y 15,
1941, serial 162, advised that Confidential Informant whose
identity is known to the Bureau, stated that at the IWO Office on
April 22, 1941, individuals were reporting to LOUISE THOMPSON on the
distribution and sale of tickets. After talking about the ticket sale

they discussed problems concerning the May Day Convention and a com- b2
mittee meeting which was to precede it. It was suggested that each
delegate be given a copy of some leaflets which eceived from the P/C
National Office. It was also suggested that ibe made I b7D

]

. TOUISE THOMPSON advised Iniormant that.sghe wag going to
invite to a luncheon in honor of hich was
to be held at the Midland Hotel on the folloﬁiﬁz“q:tunnzy In serial
163 of this Tfff:fjle, Agent] ____ |in a report dated July 14, 1941,

related that observed a meeting on April 18, 1941 of the IWO
at which LOUISE THOMPSON was present. It further stated that LOUISE
THOMPSON on April 18, 1941, was trying to secure a speaker for the
National Croation Meeting that night. She was unable to get the
individual she wanted as he was busy, but suggested that certain in-
dividuals be present at the meeting.

-5




Serial 167 in the same file is a letter which bears the title
t District Committee, Louise Thompson, Presidenti |\
y | and also the caption "Internationa rs
, 170 West Adams oStred,, Room 1073, Chicago.” This letter is
/ dated June 5, 1941, and addressed to members of the International
Workers Urder and signed by both LOUISE THOMPSON and| | e
This letter urged support of the Farm Equipment Workers of America
and urged that the members of the IWO take steps to guarantee the
passage "Plan . For Plenty" HR 4688 by writing congressmen and encour-
aging neighbors to write to their congressmen.

The International Workers Order fifg;.él:llﬁ‘_ﬁgjtains serial
130, which is a report made by Special Agent dated
January 29, 1941. This report reflects that LOUISE THOMPSON was
National Recording Secretary of the IWO for 1938-1940.

Chicago file 100-3609 contains therein a memfrandum_ﬁgn_ine
file, serial 19, dated July 15, 1941, by Special Agent b7C
This memorandum advises that changes in the Communist Party officials

between April 17, 1941, and May 13, 1941, in the Chicago area could
be found in Chicago file 100-125-826,

Chicago file 100-125, entitled Communist Party activities
in the Chicago, Illinois Area, contain jal 825, which is a
report which was made by Special Agent dated June 9,
1941. This report advises that Confidential Informant[ Jreported on
the activities of the Midwest District Convention of the International
Workers Order held at the Midland Hotel. He stated that the first
speaker was LOUISE THOMPSON and that the first five speakers urged

cooperation and unity in fighting for their ideals and purposes and b2

in aiding to defeat the "imperialist forces'" which were responsible

for the war, b7C
b7D

A further review was made of the files and it was reflected
that Confidential Informant[:]furnished information that LOUISE THOMP-
SON was a member of the International Labor Defense and that the source
of this information was the Daily Worker dated August 4, 1933. It was
also reflected that Subject was a director of education and culture
of the National Council of the League for the Struggle for the Negro
Race, and was elected at a meeting held at Harlem, New York, October
29, 1933. He stated that she was arrested as a Negro organizer for
the ILD and that the source of this information was the Daily Worker
dated ¥ay 19, 1934, but that the charges were dropped and she was
released according to the Daily Worker dated May 30, 1934.

6~




He advised that the Subject was a member of the Central
Committee of the Communist Party, according to the Daily Worker dated
August 11, 1937, and the National Secretary of the English Section
of the IWO, according to the Daily Worker dated November 20, 1939.
Subject was elected a Vice~President of the IWQ, accgrding to the
Daily Worker dated June 30, 1940, and married W. L PATTERSON, accord-
ing to the Daily Worker dated December 29, 1940. #e concluded by
stating that she was the Midwest District President of the IWO and
speaker at a meeting of the same at the Midland Hotel on April 25, 1941,
and also attended a meeting at the Communist Party Headquarters on
June 13, 1941, and August 2, 1941,

Thie files of Confidential Informant were reviewed for
possible additional information concerning Subject. These files con-
tained a series of circulars and pamphlets which are associated with
the name of LOUISE THOMPSON. Among the miscellaneous papers in the
file are throw-away circulars announcing a mass meeting entitled
"] Saw Spain" and listing LOUISE THOMrSON as a speaker. The dates of
these meetings were November 5, 1937, St. George Hall, 1513 uarry
Avenue N,W., Grand Rapids, Michigan, and November 2, 1937, 188 West
Randolph Street, Chicago, Illinois.

There was also a handbill contained in the files entitled
In Defense Of Our Liberties" which announced that LOUISE THOWMPSON,
a national leader of the International Workers Order and member of
the General Executive Board, would speak on "Civil Iiberties in the
IWO" on November 24, 1939 in the Peoples Auditorium, 2457 West Chicago
Avenue., In addition. there is a clipping from the Mother Bloor 75th
Blrthday Sou d§5§ 9§EF ’%géy 1937, which clipping is a greeting from
LOUISE THUMFS LOOR in the name of "the woman members
of the IWO who are happy honor her on this occasion of her 75th
birthday."

Confidential Informant files reflected that Subject
is a member of the National Committee for the Defense of Political
Prison®y 156 5th Avenue, New York in July, 1938, and a sponsor of the
League for Women Shoppers, Inc., in March 1938.w She was also a member
of a group which visitéd OSoviet Russia ip’’ 1939, The source of this
information is a report released by Conllﬁent al Informant dated

August 6, 1932.
/‘13@

b2
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| b2
Coniidential Informant 1lso reported Subject as a b7D
member of the National Advisory Board of the International Labor
Defense; speaker at the convention at Youngstown, Ohio, November 23,
1937; speaker at that meeting where she spoke on behalf of the Loy~
alist Interests in the Spanish War; as a member of the National Com-
mittee for Peoples Rights, December, 1938; as a member of the
Sponsoring Committee of the Scottsboro Defense, 112 East 19th Street,
October, 1937.

of Hills Reports Inc., 209 West Jackson Boule-
vard, advised that they have no record on the Subject.

of the Calumet Credit Exchange, 209 West Jackson
Boulevard, advised that they had no credit rating on the Subject.

| of the Chicago Police Department advised biC
that there was no criminal record in the name of the Subject.

A description of LOUISE THOMPSON is as follows:

Age 40 years

Weight 130 1bs.

Race Negro

Color ___ Ginger B
) Helﬁ 5_4 — «W/'/‘

Appearance Good looking

liany pictures have been taken gtfthe Subject participating
in the May Day Parade dated May 1, 1941, These pictures are being
retained in the Chicago Office for record purposes.
e ,’ /

1

Subject is being listed7foyfgﬁétodial detention. H\\
\ // \
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Confidential Informant
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CUSTODIAL DETENTION MEMORANDUM

//‘
VES. WILIAM L. PATTERSON, with aliases: lirs. Loulsﬁ:ttersm,

Mrs. Louisd Thuman, Louis ompson,
nee LouisdQToll .

Vincennes Hotel j

Chicago, Illinois 10-6-41 ,/

/
Communist /

Citizenship status = Born at Chicago, Illinois, 9/1/01.
(Information from Marriage License Bureau,
Chicago, Illinois).

Member of Central Committee of Communist Party of America.
(Confidential Informant| |Chicago, 100-125-121). b2z

b7D
b7cC

National Vice-President of the International Workers Order.
Chicago Police Department, 100-~1954-71).

Participated in lay Day Demonstraticn, 5/1/41 (Picture on file show-
ing participation, 100-4092-3)

Member of National Advisgorv Boawd of International Labor Defense.
(Confidential Informant 100-4092-3).

CONTAINED
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april 17, 1942
("’ii
ial agent in Charge /

. York, MNew York
[ ‘ N
By LOUISY THOMEP Wy with aliuses;
RV , laura Starkaj ¥rs, Louise
. ' Patterson; Mrs. Loulse Thumanj
Y " lLoulse Tall
IRTYRHAL SRCURITY (c) A

Dear Sir:

Enclosed herewith are copies of & list of individusle recelved from an
woimesn: euitedide scurce dated at Hew York, lew York, Februmry 1, 1941. This sources
ihdioaten Leuise Thompscn, a vice president of the Imternational Yorkers

r. ame of the leading Communist setups in imeriox, was present at a secret
"Red® leaders which was raided, at whieh time Louise ’Thospson laft

"L’{ F 3 & 2:11ed with various material relative to the Communist ‘arty,

-“:alut of names, apparently the personal proparity of lLouise
I+ wight be muntioned that Louise Thompson is & negress and ihat

the xmﬂm“ orkers rder 1s one of the wealthisst Comwnist setups in the
seuntrys & haw a financial reserve of zlmost two pdillion dollars, IV is
stated t.hnt .go Thompson is a wall educated negress, has acted as organiser
for the COMMEE . 0 n many ssctions of the Umited States, and spent several
wonths i Englan dandalnontayuriamah. It i3 stated that it is not
m:n m;:‘ :}:,‘nucnu: 118t represents; that thers are meny nanes of individusls
on it v

o Y prominent ia wiis country and who have visited other oonnﬁ'
" during Tist few years,

This list is being furnished you for your 1nfomtioﬁ
you =y deem necessary. » /OO él 24
Y — Very tnﬂr ymru, AP o i Ag
. ) ( /f
e .- . PA ' e .
NICATIONS <5 crins John ‘dgar fHoower /
| ONS SECTICN Director L [
AltLEL 7 ¢ ,
Denver )
g Orleans Springfield
R e 18doneuy x St., Louis
'H'Eimtan N 3 st, Faul -
L odnd San inton.o e PUED X »
i Sap Frencisco L SemsED
usephte. | Stous Falls ’ «»*";‘m wp LR s

R"‘”"
(T it o
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February 17, 1941
MEMORANDUM

—_— o G e e e - e

Re: Joulse Thompson

7 Information from/an unknown outside source dated it

 New York, New York, February 1, 1941/ indicates that Louise

Thompson, a vice president of the International Workers Order,
one of the leading Cosmsunist setups in America, was present at
s secret meeting of "Red" leaders which was raided, at which
tise Louise Thompson left a small handbag filled with various
material relative to the Communist Party, among which was a
1ist of names, apparently the personal property of Loulse
Thompson. It might be mentioned that Louise Thompson is a
negress and that the International Workers Order is one of the
wealthiest Communist setupe in the country, as they have a
financial reserve of almost two'million dollars. It is stated
that Louise Thompson is a well educated negress, has acted as

organiser for the Comminist Party in many sections of the United

States, and spent several menths im England and almost a year

) in Russia. It is stated that 1t is not known what the fudimmbig

list represente; that theré are many names of individuals on it
who are prominent in this country and who have visited other

countries during the past few years.! The Tollowing is a copy ef-

the list) ;
Grace” kin

639 E. 11th St. Delcombre, Ia.

New York Qity New York City, N. Y.

)

P63 €l Hady

a3/ fa

| 1 1 |
¢/o International Publishers Freeman, Va. "
Kot ‘ AV.. » “" Yart uty » (]

Dalark, Arx
Austin, Tex. P

Jacksonville, Flia.

|
|

b7C




-5
m',_!TJ.
New York City

Kilnechasl, Kiss.

]

Ovido, Fla.

—
\/r—rFNvi.ncal, Ta. I

Jackson Helghts, N.Y,

i

Harry I. Cohen
P. 0. Box 2823
Denver, Colo.

lwmh, IArk.
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HE® : MCM

/0 - %7%5/ 5
W’a Date: W

Y January ¢, 1943
Ty

5AC, Chicago SR T L "

Vi ST PY /A g ’me;eugm

o

¥rem: J. Bdgar Hoover | Director. Tederal Bureau of Investigaiiop

SUOJECt: SISk TUSHPSON, with wliases
INTERUAL SECURITY = C
CUSTODIAL UETENTION

Me. feolson

Meoto A Temn o There sre being trsnsmitted herewith ocoples of a report dated November 16,

Me. “W-Mmhwrscaivud by the Bureau from the Military Intelligence service.
,\“7 4“ HESNEE

Nro L wou.. Loulae Thompson is the subject of your Pile No, 100~4082. Inasmuch as
M. \uho is_an active member of the Communist Party, you are instructed to reopen thils
rm. o3+ 0888 md bring the investijgation of the subjeot up-to-date.

we Cor .&IDQRIUJ’O

fey o

Mo, Dubar

Nr. env
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

IS xR TR AT NEW YORK CITY ) NY  rusno. 100-15,113 ERL;K:
REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADK Vag’om REPORT MADK BY
NEW YORK CITY 12-4-41 7,18,22;
VI3 38
4 .y \) CHARACTER OF CASE
' i
LOU'IS]& ;EOMPSOH alias LauralStarke INTERNAL SECURITY - C
S8YNOPSIS OF FACTS: /
, ] , _
Subjegt born in Chicago, Illinois;
attended University of California
at Berkeley and was instructor at
State College, Pine Bluff, Ark.
Subject presently V. President of o
I.W.0. and known to be active in .
wvork of CP. 2 =
: ~
- : B
REFERENCE: Burean letter to all field otfice; dated wl i b7C
\ %0, 1941 re Internal Security. /. , / “’&E‘-‘ -
- : = g
\é DETAILS;

The Daily Worker for June 30, 1940 reports that
subject was born in Chicago, Illinois, reseived a B.S. Degree
from the University of California at Berkeley, California,

k and taught at the State College, Pine Bluff, Arkanscs.

j ; The Daily Worker for June 22, 1937 referred to
9

Tl e
MATICW
Casgy

& LOUISEATHOMPSON ag head of the English Section .of the Inter-
ar national Workers Order.
r:s B

5 {EOPIRS DESTROYED

< 75

This investigation is predicated upon ‘
; the files of the New York Office by Specizl Agent

9
o J-y773Y- b
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100-15,113

The Daily Worker for June 28, 1940 referred to LOUISE
THOMPSON a8 newly elected Vice-President of the Intermational
Workers Orders

Confidential Source of Information advised as

follows:

. LOUISE THOMPSON, colored, no known address; affiliated
with the International Workers Order; was speaker at the meeting
of the League Against War and Fascism; connected with National
Negro Congress; was a signer of protest against the arrest and
brutal torture of Huang Ping, Chinese working class leader, by
Marshal Chang Hsiao Liang-Pelping; was a speaker at the 7th annual
Colored American Day Celebration at Jeannette, Pemnsylvania on
July 14, 1937. LOUISE THOMPSON is al LAURA STARKE;
photograph at this offices Mother of lives atI:_I

| Baltimore, Maryland, Iouise Thompson is National

Propaganda Director of the League of Struggle for Negro Rights;
has a police record in Birmingham, Alabama; associate editor of
the "Harlem Liberator;" member of the editorial board of *New
Pioneer" a magazine run by Communists; writer of an article
entitled "And So We Marched" in the June, 1933 issue of the
Working Woman, magazine publiuhed monthly by the Central Committee
of the Communist Party.

Confidential Source of information Ldviued that
although the subject was listed in the telephone directory, that
the number listed for her name actually is a semi-public coin
type telephone and is maintained and paid for by the rental
agents of the building at 409 Edgecomb Avenue, New York Citye

l Iror the spartment
at 409 Edgecomb Avenue, and whose office is located at 2095 Broadway,
advised that insofar as her records discloae, there was no tenant
by the name of LOUISE THOMPSON in the apartment house at 409
Edgecomb Avenue, [ |further contacted the at
the apartment house at 409 Edgecomb Avenue in an atiem 0
determine if there was a fel'son by the name of LOUISE THOMPSON

rooming there, The advised negatively.

Special Agent eported that the subject
has no known criminal recor e New York Police Department.

I Istated that subject has no
credit reting with the Credit Bureau of Greater New York, 393
Seventh Avenue, New York City.

b2
b7C
b7D




100-15,113

UNDEVELOPED LEADS:
SEN FRANCISCO FIELD DIVISION

At Berkeley, California, will contact the registrar
of the University of California and attempt to obtain the date
and place of birth of LOUISE THOMPSON, alias LAURA STARKE, and
also to obtain any other information avallable.

LITTLE ROCK FIELD DIVISION
At Pine Bluff, Arkansas, will interview the appropriate
official at State College, Pine Bluff, and attempt to obtain

the date and place of birth of subject and also any background
information available,

BIRMINGHAM FIELD DIVISION
At Birmingham, Alabama, will contact the appropriate
official of the Birmingham Police Department for the facts
contained in the criminal record of subject there,
NEW YORK FIELD DIVISION
At New York City, will attempt to obtain further

background information and activities of the subject as they
are connected with the work of the Communist Party.

-« P E NDTING =




100-15,113

Confidential Source of Information |:Iis the|:::|

(Copy of letter retained

in New York File 100-15,113).
anfidm.tial_ﬂmu_oi_lniomahiaﬂ Iial |

~4-—
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LOUISE THOMFSON, wa LR 100-668

who was an alumnus of the Agricultural, Mechanical, and Normal
College informed that she was acquainted with subject and subject's
mother when they lived in Pine Bluff, Arkansas, and as best she
could recall theg lived there just one school year, whicn vwes

1926 and 1927, *he said she was unable to give any ketailed
information concerning either subject or her mother, but she
remembered them because| |for the refugee
children in the Pine Bluff flood in 1527. ©he said she never
heard from subject after she left Pine Bluiff, Arkansas, and she
did not recall where subject came from when comihg to Pine Bluff,
Arkansas, :

AT LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS:

Stete Educational
Department of Arkansas, advised that their Department maintained
no records concerning any of the faculties in any of the colleges
or State Advanced Educational Schools in the state of Arkansas.

Inasmuch as there is no further investigation to be
conducted by this office, this case is being referred to the
Office of Urigin.

REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE CFFICE OF ORIGIN

—2_




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

o Fis case omiamaren v NEW YORK CITY rie o, 100=TL4L

l/l

,_,./ REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR
SAN FRANCISCO, CAL, 1/28/1;?(@\ “fRINE |

LA TI'I"Lf L O e - . &}\ - 7| camAcTER OF cASE

| " LOULSE THOMPSON alips Laura STARKE INTERNAL SECURITY - C

LOUISE ALONE THOMPSON\born Chicago,

Illinois 9/9/01 entered University

of California, Berkeley, Cal. in

August 1919 and received B,.S.Degree

May 16, 1923, By letter dated o
10/30/28 the New York School of Social el

University of California the transcript
of LOUISE ALONE THOMPSON, 90 Edgecombe
Avenue, New York City.

R.UCo

Report of Special Agent dated
New York City 12/4/L1.

records of LOUISE THOMPSON, He stated that the only LOUISE THOMPSON
who had attended the University other than one current student was

a LOUISE ALONE THOMPSON, who was born in Chicago 9/9/0l.

produced the application of admission of KOUISE ALONE THOMPSON, dated
8/11/19 which gave as her address 552 39th Street, Oakland, Cal.

The application gave the father of LOUISE ALONE THOMPSON as JOHN A,
THOMPSON, occupation cook and birthplaceashville, Tenn. Her mother's
name before marriage was FRANCES LOUI?ZQN

in Chicago on 9/9/01 and graduated from Oakland High Scho

DETATLS : IFORNIA, h
| University -
of California . hed the filesol the university ol California for

_b7C

Work, N.Y. City requested of the b7C -

ROWN, 'who was born in Springfield,
Ohio, The application further stated that LOUISE ALONE TH,g‘&PSON was born
ol, Oakland, Cal,

rn
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produced the under graduate card of LOUISE
ALONE THOMPSON, which also showed she entered the University of
California in August 1919 and received a B.S. Degree May 6, 1923
with honors in commerce. The under graduate record card further
showed that LOUIS HOMPSON was a member of the Delta Sigma
Theta, stated by] to be a negro sororitys dlso in the
s of the University was a letter dated 10/30/28 signed by
mon stationery of the New York School of Social Work,
[ 3 n

reet New York Citye

This letter requested of the University of California
a transcript of the records of LOUISE ALONE THOMPSON, 90 Edgecombe
Avenue, New York City who was applying for admission to the school
of social worka N )

telephonically contacted the office of the
Alumni Association where he was informed that the files of the
Association lists LOUISE ALONE THOMPSON as "lost" and that the
Alumni Association had no record of her since graduation,

In view of t he fact that it is not known whether
LOUISE ALONE THOMPSON and the subject are one and the same the
title of this case is not being chapgeéd ‘to set out this additional
name,

A lead is being set out for the New York Field

Division to determine whether the subject and LOUISE ALONE THOLMPSON
are one and the same,

REFERRED UFRON COMFLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN.

b7C




UNDEVELOPED LEADS:

THE NEW YORK FIELD DIVISION will review the facts
contained in this report and the facts contained in reports
in the files of the New York Field Division to determine
whether LUCILLE ALONE THOMPSON and the subject of this case
are one and the same,




o NEEEL - > k.
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
¥orm No. 1
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT "Ew IORK ’ FILLE NO. 100.1%7 W
REPORT MADK AT ! DATE WHEN MADE | PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY
BIRMINGHAM, ALA. 3w10-42 | | 1-13-42

TITLE

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

COPIiS
211

SYRD
AL 212 1963

LOUISE THOMPSON alias Laura Starks

CHARACTER OF CASE

INTERNAL SECURITY - C

Criminal record of Birminghsm, Ala., set out.
«RUC=

Report of Special Agent New York City, l2-4-41,

In response to a request for the above subject's criminal record,
from the Birmingham Police Department on January 2, a reply

was received on January 8, enclosing photographs of this indivi-
dual and containing the following informatian:

"LAURA STARKS, white female, record of 5-9-34 charge 4902 Communi
5=21-34 discharged Judge Abernathy's Court. LAURA STARKS at that
time refused to give an address. According to the record on thi
subject, she was twenty-two in 1934, 5'1" tall, weight 115 pound
mediwm build, black hair, dark brown eyes, dark complexion, mue-
tache, smooth and good teeth; born in Naseau, New Hempshire;
occupation, office worker; mother's name, VERA-STARK, 523 Church
Avenue, Baltimore, Maryland.

-

"The records further reveal that this subject was connected,
during 1934, with the Communist Party Organization here in Bir-
mingham and was very active. However, she has not come under
my surveillance since that time,

I am enclosing, herewith, for your permanent files, picture of
this subject, our Bureau No. 26571."

Copies of the photograph were made, three of which are being
enclosed for the office of origin,

-1

SPECIAL AGENT

IN CHARGE | DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES

3/5 /M/XS'

Oc' -
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D
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It will be noted that reference report reflects that
subject is a member of the colored race, whereas there is no
indication in the records of Birmingham to indicate that she
other than white.

ENCLOSURES: TO NEW YORK, three photographs of subjecte

REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN
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¥Federal Bureau of Inuestip
¥United States Bepartment of Justice

Besten, lMassachusetts

February 23, 1943

Directer, FHI

', with aligses;

Mrs. Leulse Rattersen;
; Leuise Tell,
URITY -~ C

©
Re: LOULSE THOM

Mrs., Leulse T
INTERNAL
Dear Sir:

Inasmuch as a Bureau letter in regard te the &beve captiened matter,-
ted April 17, 1942(100-39) set eut a lead te cever onel ] b7C
Uxferd,, Mass.,, and ene| | ’

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNC
goLAsssg:lED se ’ o

Oxford, Mass., and investigatien reveals that there are ne such persens
in Oxford, Mass., nor are there any such addresses pessible in that
tewn, this letter is written for the express purpese of suggesting
that thesé persens may be located in Oxferd, Mississippi.

A review of the letter mentiened above shows that several addresses are
listed in Oxford, kiss., and it is therefore assumed that the leads set
eut fer Oxford, Mass., are the result of typographical errers, A cepy.
of the Bureau letter in questien is attached te copy ef this letter for
the Jacksen, Mississippli effice.

Very truly yours,

JOHN T. MADIGAN 7
SAC i

WJW LHM
100~3188

cc Jacksen Divisien w/encl. /M’5 Z_?__M

COPIES DESTROYED INDEXED : b

3,(9? 11 AUG 23 1963 J12%7




© ¥ederal Burean of Inuestigation

United States Bepartment of Justice
700 Tower Building
Jackson, Mississippi
March 5, 1943

Director, FBIL

RE: IDUISEC%!CHPSON, with aliases
INTERNAL SECURITY - C

Dear Sir:

Reference is made to the letter from Boston to the .
Bureau dated February 23 43 (Bureau file 100-39) advising
st previously furnished to a number

that certain names in a :
of Field Divisions with Bureau letter dated April 17, 1942 ap-

parently were individuals in Oxford, Mississippl instead of
Oxford, Massachusetts, :

For the information of the Bureau, all of the in-
dividuals on the list furnished by Bureau letter of April 17,
] and’

resided in Mississippi, including
ﬁﬂ-re jdentified by the Jackson Field Office and
where investigation showed their investigation warranted
special attention, separate cases were opened on each individual,

Very truly yours,

ON CONTAINED
LASSIFiED ’
BY g efe

g%

Ea

£z

< &

jgg‘f;‘ CC: Boston

<IT A RGG: je
100-806

cobms DESTROYED | / ”0‘/ 07 -_—
23 1963 Yol "~
211 AUG 23 /il—:ﬁ? ,,lé_w
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i » LA ™I
Federal Burean of Inuestigation S
United States Bepartment of Justice - o \
\ 3 New York, New York E:b L !
\ %“
'
MET :EAF ' ‘ April 7, »ww ‘
. con% ;
L"“
Director, FBI
RE: LOUISE THOMPSON
(Negro)
INTERNAL SECURITY - C
CUSTODIAL DETENTION
Dear Sir: b2
b7D
There aregp:mg transmitted herewj original and
one copy of the report of¥Confidential Informsnt dated March 30,
1943, setting out background information concerning the captioned indi-
Vidu&l.

Inasmuch as the subject is reported to be presently re~
siding in Chicago,

Illinois, a ocopy of the Informant's report is being
sent to the Chicago Field Division,

Copies are being retained in the
appropriate files in the New York Office.

Very truly yours,

E. E. CONROY
SAC
' Enclosures 2
cc Chicago (Enclosure) RECORDELD
cc NY 65-108189. . &
T E EXED —
CTORY 6,4 . TND?‘ i B l
BUY \ﬂ , ) COPI™S D¥RTASYRD 9 APR 121
ivmos ﬁ Ui
23 >3 263
AND « \ F q ‘ i -

5 SAPR 21 1943 - |
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\ll

March 20tn,4C,

Louise ThomBson (_Né’7/'?) 40892

I met Louise Thompson during the Scottsboro Csmosign. She was

zoinz to Washington D.C. with[____ (girl in the Scottsborofase)
other of one of the Scottsboro Boys and a large

dele,ction consisting mostly of Communists. Thet wes during the

Summer of 1£533.

L

forner memver of the Nationsl
Committee, member of tie Polltlcal Bureau that Loulse Thompson had
been in Russia with a group of Fegro actors that were supposed to
make a propagenda film, The project fell through and caused con-
siderable bitterness in Yegro- circles. The Yegro papers at the time
secerely criticized the Russian Govermnment for abandoning the
project.

Louise Thompson has been also very active in the National Negro Con-
gress, She participated in the fermulation of the plans for organ-
izing it; and contributed to the hammering out of policy for the b7C

n.w.C,

b7D

She is a meniber of the Negro Commission of the Nationzl Committee
of the Party.

numerous meetings of the National Committee. She was g
memoer oL vhe Upper Harlem Section of the C,P,

She is Vice President of tie International 'oriers Order(Nationel
0fficial). She also woriked as a National Toman Or:anizer for the
I.W.0, It was from tune latter jou that she received a salary,

At the present time sne is in Chicago,Ill, Actively working anong
Negroes in Chicago's Southside.

p
Zer nhuspend is William L.XPatterson,Corrmunist.

W
: IR UNEY,
Lf oo,

,yf Descrintion:

AL
.

Height about 5 feet § inches, Teight about 138, Light brown com-
crlection.Very good agitator anc organizer,

b2
p7D
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Form No. {

THis case oricinaTED AT CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

FILE NO.

100-4092

REPORT MADE AT

TITLE

LOUISE THOMPSON, was

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

DETAILS :

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

On September 9, 1941, Confidential Informant

wes a member of a group exsmining and spproving applications for memberships
in the Commaunist Party in the Mid-West,

et the Chicago Workers School for the fall term, October 6 to December 20, X941,
lists LOUISE THOMPSON as instructor in “"Fundamentel Principles of Comuniuﬁx.“

Confidential Informant

\
| DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR
i WHICH MADE

REPORT MADE BY

| 5/8/43 4/17 3 5/3/45

RJS:LB

INTERNAL SECURITY - C

l CHI\RAC'TER OF CASE
|
)

CUSIODIAL DETENT

Subject reported to continue activities

in Communist Party International Workers
Order in Chicago and vicinity. Resides
Vincinnes Hotel, 601 East 36th Street
with husband WILLI.AM LY PATTERSON, reported
Cmmunist; presently recuperating from birth

f daughter in March, 1943,

-P‘

Bureau letter deted 2/4/43, Bureeu files
100~39 and 100-~166166; report of Special
Agen dated 9/24/41 at Chicego,
Illinois; letter from Bureau dated April 17,

1942,

AT CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

advised

A copy of the schedule of

b7C

M‘&ﬁ

N

Urbana, Illinois

I i

APPROVED ANEF\ \

FORWARDED: -

SPECIAL AGENT
IN CHARGE

- xS0

NOT WRH‘F_ NCT HESE SPACES

( 6»Bureau
1=0NI, Chicago
1«MID, CHICAGO

2eChiocago

COPIES OF THIS REPORT

reported that onr or about Februery 1,
1941, subject was in possession of a list of names, which included the follow-
ing persons in the Chicago area;

ION

that subjest

instruetors

' RFOOPDPD o

NERT /(90~ 7/07?3[

Il
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Chicago File 100-4082

p7C

Chsmpeign, Ill.

Chicago, Illinois

_. On or about May 22, 1942, Confidentisl Informant Iropcrtod that
MORRIS CHILDS was in possession of a memorsndum indicating that LOUISE
THOMPSON of the South Side Section of the Communist Party expected to obtain
one Communist Party reecruit by May 1, 1942, and five Daily iiorker subscribers
by the same day,

On November 16, 1942, Confidentisl Informant reported

b2
b7D

b7C

| ol the Chicago Field Uffice were ohecked Ior
the name o th negative results. Referral/Direct

Confidential Informent whose identlty is known to the Bureau,
reports that the Peoples' World, 5/14/42, carried an article to the effect
that the subject Ts & member of the National Committes of Internationsl
Labor Defense. Informant also reports that subject was elected to the
Centrel Committee of the Communist Party of the United States of Americe at
the Tenth National Convention, 8/26/38, New York City.

On Mearch 14, 1942, Confidentisl Informant whose identity
is ¥nown to the Bureau, reported subject's attending a Commmnist Party meeting
held at 1016 North Dearborn Street, Chicsgo (Chicago File 100-125-2010, pages
25 and 26).

Bureau Infomant'%jrocontly reported thatl _ lof Coumunist
Party head ters indiceted that the IWO Committee oomposed of LOUISE THMPSON,

and jere leading the Communist Party reoruiting
ve 7/ .

e lw
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Chicego File 100-4092

On February 8, 1943, Bureau Informant advisod that LOUISE
TAOMPSON is active in the INO effort to infiltrate the Mazzini Society.

On May 20, 1942, Bureau Informant reported that subject
was present at a oonference of Workers School Board members held on that
day (61«147-119).

This same informant on May 13, 1942, indieated that the subject
is active in the Youny Communist League (100-126-2198).

Discreet inquiries at the Vincinnes Hotel, 601 East 36th Street,
Chicago, Illinois, refleots that subject is still living there with her
husband, WILLIAM L. PATTERSON, who is reported to be prominent in Communist
circles, Chicago, and who is presently assistant director of the Abrahem
Lincoln School.

Confidential Informant and whose identity is known
to the Bureau, report that as of May 4, 1943, subjeot is living at the above
mentioned address where she in convalescing from the birth of a daughter
during the latter part of March, 1943. This informant reports that she has
been absent from the Chicago Office of the International Workers Order since
the latter part of January 1943 in expeotation of the birth of a child,
However, these informants report that she ocontinues to be acotive and influ~

b2
bicC
b7D

the work of the INO and that|

and |of the International Workers Offioce keep in regular

csontact with her.

-~-PENDINGS-
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Chicago File 100-4092

UNDEVELOPED LEADS

THE CHICAGO FIELD DIVISION

At Chioago, Illinois

Will oontinue to follow and report subject's activity and relae-
tions with the Communist Party.

-4
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Chicago File 100-4092

CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANTS

¥inth Naval Distriot, ONI rated

Bureau letter dated April 17, 1942 (Bureau File 100-39),
indicating that the list of names mentioned had been
found in a purse apparently omed by LOUISE THOMPSON

by an unknown subjeot.

Report of Special dgent dated at Chioago,
Illinois, May 22, 1942, Chicago File No. 102-4

which sets out that Confidential Informants

whose identity is known to the Bureau, reported that
recruiting deta was found among the personal

effects of MORRIS CHILDS.

Referral/Direct

- 5=
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. JOHN EDGAR HOOVEHK - N N Mr. Tolson —

.”

DIRECTOR | | Mr. B. A. Tamm _
| t - » ‘ Mr. Clegg
j { ; oo ddurean of Inuestall Mr. Coffey
Y , Mnited States Bepartment of Justice ~ Mr Glevin__
— Hr. Ladd —
k. MWashington, B. ¢. Mr. Niehols _
2 Mr. Resen
JKM:BK May 25, 1943 Mr, Traey
Call: 10:1.5 A M. ' v My. Carson .
Trenscribed: 10: 50 AM, Mr. Harbo
Mr. Hendon
W MEMORANDUM FOR MR, D. Mr. MeGuire
-~ Mr. Mumford ____
Re: LOUISE THOMPSON PATTERSON - _ Mr, Piper
601 East 36th Street, Apt. 308, Mr. Quino Tamm _

7

rq
/ )
v,

TTEA e 4

e

/

. stated that she is tha wife of William atterson who is one

‘1isted in her name. Both subject and her husband W,s.

Tele. Room

Chicago, Illinois;
Telephone~Drexel 7768

Mr. Nesse ________ b7C

While talking with ASAC Hosteny, Chicago, regardip
other matters, he requested that consideration be given to thg
instellation of a technical surveillance gn above individud

leaders in the Communist Party movement in that area. The i :

She is presently District Secretary of théiInternational Vorkews
Order. She and her husband are nationally known members of the Communist
Party e active in all its functions. He is reportedly quite influential
with thehicago Defender, a negro publication. She has served as & member
of the. cutive Board and &s an instructor in the Chicago Workers School.
She has been interested in labor activities. Through technicals presently
in effect it has been learned that she transacts considerable business at
her home.,

I told Mr. Hosteny that his request will be presented and he will
be advised. o )

17 Jul 12 1943

R }» - ’_, ‘
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FEDERAL BUREAU bF INVESTIGATION

Form No. 1 b7C

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT CHICAZO, ILLIKOIS FiLE No.  100-4092
REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY
WHICH MADE
Chicago, Illinois 5/29/43 5/17/43 RIS/ §s
TITLE ! o V o CHARACTER OF CASE
MRS, WILLI L. PATTERSON, with ses INTERNAL SECURITY - C
Mrs, }apis atterson, Mrs.Souise-Thurman, CUSTODIAL DETENTION

oy,

Loulso Thcmpson, nee Louis olls

SUMMARY REPORT

Sub ject born 9/§/b1 at Chicago, Illinois,

Resides at Vincennes Hotel, 601 Fast 36th Strest,
Chicago, Illinois, telephone number - Drexel 7768,
with husband, WILLIAM L, PATTERSON, Eoth reported
to be prominent in Communist Party, Subject
member Central Committee, Communist Party, and
District Committee, Communist Party, District
No. 8, and president, Midwest District, I.W,

Hes been active in such movements end organi ha
tions as American Peace Mobilization; Commpit

for Peoples Rights, Committee for Defgnse:bf M
Politicel Prisoners, Illinnis Peoples-@mfmrenge
for Legislative Action, International. bébor
Defense, Midwest Federation for Constltutgbnala
Liberties, League for Struggle for Negro Racg,
Scottsboro Defense, Chicaco Workers School,

TP njgy

£

« P -

DETATLS
COPIES DESTROYED]  sppRrss AND OCCUPATION

33 11 AUG 22 1963
Home addre lncennes Hotel, 601 East 36th Street, h1capo, Illinois,
iy

Telephone N Drexel 7768,

Occupation: est Director, I.W.0O.

Business address. oecond flooy, p16 Narth Maiﬂgtgg g enue, Chicago, Illinois,
Business telbphihd ﬁh o ffm? .'0643, Ra¥dolph D545, R gndolph 0546,
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CHICAGO FILE #100-4092

II. CITIZENSHIP STATUS

Since subject was born in the United States, she is a citizen of this
country, .

IIT, CRIMINAL RECORD

According to the "Daily Worker" of May 19, 1934, subject was'arrested in
New York on or about that date in connection with her activities in behalf
of the International Labor Defense among the negro people. According to
the "Daily Worker" of May 30, 1934, charges were dropped and she was
released,

Referral/Direct '
IV. CONNECTION WITII ARMED SERVICES . b2

k7D

' Investigation has failed to reveal that subjeot. has any relatives in the

armed servic h
| Ireported

nformants of this office, including confidential informants and
advise that the International Workers Order in the Midwest District
ave made definite efforts in the past to obtain contacts with individuals
in the armed services., As before stated, suhject is President of the
Midwest Distrioct of the I,We.O.

Ve LOYALTY TO UNITED STATES

Information from which conclusions as to subject's loyaltyrto the United
States may be drawn is herseafter set out in this report,

L)

VI. BACKGROUND

On 12/3/40 WILLIAK L. PATTERSON executed marriage affidavit certificate
number 1652548, now on file with the Bureau of Vital Statistics in Chicago,

.




CHICAGO FILE #100-4092

in comnection with his application for a license to marry Mrs. LOUISE
THURMAN, In this affidavit he stated that she was a widow, born 9/9/01.

On 9/3/41 WILLIAM L, PATTERSON, in the course of a telephone conversation
with Special Agent] ] made under a pretext, advised that he had
married Mrs. LOUISE THURHMAN; that she was born in Chiocago, Illinois, and
that her maiden name was LOUISE TOLLS; that her stepfather's name was
THOMPSON and that she therefore adopted the name, LOUISE THQMPSON.

Cn 6/3/39 confidential informn.ntD whose identity is known to the Bureau,
advised that she was at one time a teacher for the Y.W.C.A. in New York

citye.

On Marech 30, 1943, confidential informantl |whose identity is known

to the Bureau, reported that he had been told byl former

member of the National Committee, member of the Political Bureau, that b2
LOUISE THOMPSON had been in Russia with a .group of negro actors that were 7D
supposed to have made a propaganda film, The projeot fell through and
caused considerable bitterness in negro circles, The negro papers at the b7C
time severely oriticized the Russian goverrment for abandoning the project.

Confidential informant whose identity is kmown to the Bureau, advises
that subject was a member of the group that visited Soviet Russia in 1939,
It is probable that the trip to Russia mentioned by this informant is the
same as that mentioned in the previous paragraph.

Confidential informant whose identi is known to the Bureau, reported
that on May 21, 1941 an individual nsmed told| |

of the Intermationsl Labor Defense for the State of Illinois, that ked
together with LOUISE THOMPSON in the same organization in Mexioo in

In this on it is interesting to note that confidential informants

[ Jana report that LOUISE THOMPSON, in her oapacity as Uidwest

Direoctor of the I.W.0., has been active in raising funds to rescue individuals in
France opposed to Fascism and that Mexican visas were obtained for these
individuals,

A physical description of subject is as follows: 7

Age: 42 yeoars

Weight: 130 1lbs. .
Raoce: Negro

Colors . Ginger

Heigavs 514"

Appearance : Good looking

%, P




CHICASO FILE #100-4092

In the latter part of March, 1943, a daughter was born to subject and her
husbend, WILLTAXI L, PATTERSON, in Chicago, Illinois, However, subject,

at the time this report is being written, is acain engaged in her activities
at the headquarters of the I, W. O,

VII. MEVBERSHIP AND ACTIVITIES IN VARIOUS ORGANIZATIONS

A. INTERNATIONAL WORKERS ORDER--Confidential informents|  |end
whose identity is known to the Bureau, rsport that subjeet is presiden
of the Midwest Distriot of the I, W, 0, On March 30, 1943, confidential
informant[::::::] whose identity is Ymown to the Bureau, revorted
subjeot as National Vice-President of tlio International Workers Order
and stated that she had worked as & naetionsl woman organizer for the
I. W, O, Confidential informant reported that as of November 24,
1939, subject was a member »f the remneral executive board of the
I. W, 0, Confidential informant[:]wmose identity is lmown to the
Bureau, advises that in 1940 subject was National Secretary of the
I, W. Os According to the "Daily Worker", dated November 20, 1939,
subjeot was then the National Secretary of the English Section of the
I. W. Oe She wns elected Vice-President of the I, W. O, according
to the "Deily Worker" dated Jume 30, 1940,

Bo COMIUNIST PARTY--On 6/3/39 confidentisl informant[ |whose identity
T8 known to the Pureau, reported that subject was a member of the
Central Committee of the Communist Party. According to the "Daily
Worker" of August 11, 1937, subject was then a member of the Central
Committee of the Communist Party. Confidentiel informantl
whose identity is known to the Bureau, reports that subject was
elected to the Central Committee of the Communist Party of the
United States of Americe at the Tenth National Convention held
Aupust 26, 1938, in New York City. According to confidential informant

whose identity is known to the Bureau, subject came tc the Chicagzo
Communist Party Heedquarters on June 12, 1941 and turned over to

J]of the Communist Party, en

important 1list of 201 new members.of the International Workers Order

enrolled since May 15, 1941,

On March 14, 1942, confidential informant whose identity is
known to the Bureau, revorted subjeot attended a Communist Party -
meeting held at 1016 North Dearborn Street, Chicago.

—dm
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CHICAGO FILE #100-4092

On September 9, 1941, confidential informant[::]whose identity is known
to the Fureau, advised that subject was a member of a group examining
end epproving epolications for membership in the Communist Party in
the Midwest, On 3/9/43 Bureau informantI:::]advised that subject
attended a rally of Communist Party leaders held at the Viking NWorth
Side Temple, 3257 North Sheffield Avenue., The meeting was called
because of the decision of political party leaders to withdraw their
candidates for mayor, city clerk and treasurer in the coming election,
In this report the informant steted that subject was a member of

the Distriot Committee of the Communist Party, no doubt referring to
Distriot Number 8,

On 1/5/42 Bureau informant[:::::]advised that subject attended a

Communist Party meeting on the previous Friday night called for the
purpose of outlining plans for sending delegates to the City Hell on

the following Tuesday where a joint trade union conference on war

problems was to be held under the auspices of the Chicago Civilian

Defanse office, Confidential informant whose identity is

known to the Bureau, reports that on'6/19 41 subjeot attended a b2
meeting of Communist Party leeders at 207, 231 South Wells Street, b7C
Chicago, Illinois, Confidential informant[:::]reports that subject
attended e meeting of the Lincoln Park District Branch of the Party b7D
held at Forester's Hall, 1016 North Dearborn Street,

Subject has been active in the recent recruiting drive conducted by
the Communist Party, On 3/10/45 confidential informant] | whose

identity is known to the Bureau, advised that|

[ ] for the Communist Party, had reported thatrihg_lgjgzng§193511
Workers Order Committee composed of LOUISE THGMPSON,

and | | was leading in the recruiting drives
In this connection it i oted that on or about iMay 22, 1%2, con-
fidential informant| whose identity is known to the Bureau,

reported that MORRIS CHILDS was in possession of a memorandum indicating
that LCTJISE THIOMPSON of the South Side Section of the Communist Party
expected to obtein one Communist Party recrnit by May 11, 1542, and

five "Dally Worker" subscribers by the same day. )

On Yay 13, 1942, éureau informant[:::]reportéd that subject was active
in the Young Communist Leasue.

&

on 5/1/41 confidential informant4 Whose identity is known
to the Dureau, revorted that subject spoke in connection with the

«5a
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May Day Parade held in Chicago on that day, and that during the course
of her speech she emphasized recent gains on the part of labor and
the fact that the I, W, O, had 14,000 members in the Midwest District,
This report relative to her having snoken at the May Day affair was
confirmed by confidential informany bn &/&/41. :

According to confidential informant] whose identity is known

to the Eureau, subject was on 12/31/42 a member of the Plank Committee
which was planning a New Year's Eve Party to be held under the auspices
of the Illinois State Committee of the Communist Party at Palais Des
Gardes, 5538 Indiena, ' .

AMERICAN PEACE MOBILIZATION--On February 15, 1941, subject was listed
as & memper of the American Peace ilobilization,

NATIOWAL COMMITTEE FOR PEOPLES RIGHTS--Confidential informant
advises that in December, 1948, subject was & member of the National
Committee for People's Rirhts,.

COMMITTEE FOR DEFENSE OF POLITICAL PRISONERB-~Confidential informent bz

advises that as of July, 1938, subject was a member of the b7D
National Committee for the Defense of Politioal Prisoners, 158 Fifth
Avenue, New York,

BLOOR FRSTIVITIFS--Contained in the ™Mfother Bloor 75th Birthday
Souvenir", dated July, 1937, is a greeting from LOUISE TIQMPSON te
MOTHER BLOOR in the neme of the "women members of the I, W. 0., who
are happy to honor her on this occasion of her seventy-fifth
birthday,."

ILLINOIS PEOPLES CONFERENCE OR LEGISLATIVE ACTION=--Subject attendsd

The convention of the Lllinois Peoples “onferencs for Lezislative

Action held in Snringfield, TIllinois, May 24, 25, 1941, and was appointed
on a cormittee to confer with the management of the Abraham Lincoln
Hotel relative to alleged discrimination against negroes who sought
acoommodations there during the conference, This information was
received from confidential informant I whose idewtity is kmown

to the 3ureau. '

TNTERNATIONAL LABOR DEFENSE--Confidential informant[ | whose identity
Ts known fo the Bureeu, reports that in July, 1938, subject was a "
member of the National Advisory Board of the International Labor Defense,

B
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Confidential 1nfor-a.nt| whose identity is knowmn to the Bureau, advises
that subject was a member of the International Labor Defense in 1933,
attributing this information to the “Daily Worker"™ of August 4 of that
year, Confidential informant[ | whose identity is kmown to the
Bureau, advises that the People's World of 5/14/42 carried an article
stating that subject was then a member of the Nationd Committee of the
International Labor Defense.

F.E.W,0.C, (C.I.0.)--A letter dated June 5, 1941, is in the possession
of the Chicago Field office, which bears the ls tterhead of the Midwest
District of the I, W, O, and which is signed by LOUISE THOMPSON and

‘This letter is addressed to members of the International
Workers Order and urges them to support the Farm Equipment Workers of
Amerioca,

ABAGUE FOR WOMEN SHOPPERS, INCORPORATED--According to confidential
In¥ormant [ whose Identity 1s kmown to the Bureau, the subject was
affiliated with the League for Women Shoppers, Incorporated, of New York
in 1938, :

MAZZINI SOCIETY--On February 4, 1943, Bureau MormtDudviud that
TOOTSE THOHPYON was active in the I. W. O, effort to infiltrate the
Magzini Society.

MIDWEST Fﬂfim FOR CONSTITUTIONAL LIBERTIES--On 5/7/41 confidential
orman whose 1dentify i{s kmow to the Bureau, reported that
subjeot attended a meeting of the Midwest FPederation for Constitutional

Liberties at their office in Room 1106, 166 West Jackson Boulevard,

MOONEY MEETING--On 3/13/42 confidential informants| _|end| I
whose i1dentity is knowm to the Bureau, reported that subjeot sat on

the stage during the course of a TOM MOONEY MEMORIAL MEETING held

at 188 West Randolph Street in the Blue Sky Ball Room at 8330 P.M.

LEAGUE FOR THE STRUGGLE FOR THE NEGRO RACE AND NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS--
Tonl'idential Informent| Jreported that subject was a diiootor of
sddostion and culture of the National Counsil of the Ledgue far the
Struggle for the Negro Race, having been eleoted at a meeting held at
Harlem, New York, October 59, 1933, Confidential informant

whose identity is known to the Buresau, states in a report dated .
March 30, 1943, as follows: “LOUISE THOMPSON has been als o very active
in the National Negro Congress. She participated in the formulation
of the plans for organizing it and contributing to the handing out

of policies for it in New York." She is a member of the Negro Com-

mission of the National Committee of the Party, according to this informant.
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