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| ETTERS TO MOONSTORM

g the isswe Of MOORSTORM whi.

I thorewshly '"é:::-r. it meems to me that th'rf«.
arrived yum'dw-. you've “forgotten", i.e., those over
a grovp of lnbi::‘ll towns, some distance from any city
40, who 1ve :‘ To my kmowledge, St. Louis (200 miles f

sy mbou B0 tt) has the only coffee~-house and Memphigs
north of Kemne ). the only £ay vars. I'd love to meet
St L m'at WHERE? For various reasons (No, 1
other 1ubm';.r.) I have no desire to move to a city,
7 "(:;:;om I'm aware it's far from ideal) is
:ir:':;; correspordence. In this manner, we could cer-
tainly discover vhether or not we shared any interests,
which I think is of paramount importance. Some of my
interests are reading, walking, horses (especially
thoroughbreds), good theatre, nature.

So far as sex descrimimation I never experienced
any in Kemnett (population 10,000)., The woman with
whon I lived happily until her death in 1968 was head
of the X-Ray Department at the county hospital here;

I, a legal secretary.
I welcome any and all suggestions!

Elizabeth Walker

407 Clipper Street
, Kennett, Migsouri 63857
LETTER TO MOOKSTORM

The ¥ 0

184 thont. rme. Lop 28 17ty lamniry in public, I think

i e Lesbian Alliance t n

does the Alliance exigtyn Pposes the question, "For whom

out of m::; Past fev months I have listened in meetings and
88 to various peoples! conception of the Alliance

and there geems to be
general co.
Alliance and who 13 e nfusion about the purpose of the

The one clear on-,
on Friday nishts.on solng activity is, of course, the coffeehouse

80, the "miutiohmthils all there is to Lesbiam Alliance? If
only. And, witp tnn. t8 a8 a social gathering place for Lesbians
ond only, serves as an alternative to the bars

Out o .
Out of the number of

lesbians in the St. Louis area, to this
This may be verified by a visit to
¢ reaction to this would, of

purpose it serves o
P

{.'s any Friday

0 £ city. I seriously
type of publicity it
are, "I get freaked

se." "It seems like

isms but
less real

"Do
what purpose ec
Talk to the people who will
Bay we want new people's > es
2 > ’
however, what they are saying is we want some to open of-
feehouse this Friday, Well, that's good because at least b

working the coffeehouse one can't feel left out. Or, can :hey?
Unless real support is given in mak that person feel like
they belong, it is my contention t they can and do!

Furthering this idea, who says thank you to people who devote
their time and energy to this venture? Nobody! The unwritten
rule seems to be it's part of the committment, No thanks need be
said. And, when a woman gives of her time on a Saturday to get
a workshop started and is criticized for not being a member of the
group, I question that group. Who is to say that woman is not a
lesbian and even if she isn't, if she is willins to share as a
woman with other women that are lesbians why is she not appreciated?
I say Bullshit! It's bullshit not to be open to diversity of
different types of women, in my opinion., And, I'm suggesting
that those enforcers of the unwritten rules dole out a little love
if for no other reason than not having to open these doorways
themselves. But, more importantly, it gets back to my first
question, "For whom does the Alliance exist?"

In my opinion, it's entirely too idealistic to think of
everyone having the same conception of committment. Therefore
it is entirely unreaspnable, or at the very least intolerant
to the point of being puritan-like, (and there are great
strains of puritanism evident that I won't deal with in
this article), at a social gathering place.

What I'm really saying is let's decide where we want
to go and who the coffeehouse exists for and make it known.

I think it exists for all lesbians. Diversity is a sign
of healthiness. So, in a sense, it exists for all women.
Béyond this, we need each other despite superficial differ-




! fRt e Ve Bre LOL prepared top g,

ences OF popitic sing activities or Jjust fun Iith Sisters wy,
couciounel!' diife"nt path to the same place, then we
Dhtiage ioe RS ithe larife to cul our oWn throats,
ffect picke T new-comers feel comfortable,
beyond talented people We have. We

e many
1t involves keeping th, at the outset of groups and work togety

oal
need to0 dstomi:’tgﬂ‘ And, it involves direct support of a1
or to accomPLISH BT, ces in indirect ways.

energies and 1::: I think "Moonstorn' has & responsibility t,

In this regard, e 1. monggamy, separatism, younger
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Billie Rensberger

RESPONSE TO BILLIE

S T RS——

Having just joined the Moopstorm staff, and not being one
who is extremely in the know about the internal politice of
Lesbian Alliance, I cannot answer all the criticisms of Billie's
letter adequately or completely. In the sake of fairness, then,
I will not talk about some of the criticisms raised and will
limit my reply to a clarification of what I feel is, in
Biﬁi:;a lotto;-, Just and unjust criticism of Moonstorm.
méone who was not on the Moonstorm staff I always looked
;:migo’:ho publication of Moonstorm. When it firs{ came
=8 uou:t oltm" any of the women involved but I had a
they had the cog’:z:c:n:o:hth" RS goT 1A fact 1pat
Bgazine in & city thet ;nonergy to publish a lesbian
Puritanical attitudes A: o¥n for its repressive and
city, I vas aels . a lesbian then, who grew up in this
Which ig not tshtad fo 8¢ the magazine.
3 ¥as perfect, T ‘;':;: ’r:;‘:“Eh. that I thought the magazine
absences in the magazine that are

R I U e e i -

8imilar to the ones that Billy seems to feel, Though I was
Pleased by the fact that Moonstorm seemed to print very
personal artizxles (which is something I feel some other lesbian
publications regretfully lack), I was very uneasy about the
fact that I couldn't sense any consistent political philosophy
that was shared by the Moonstorm staff, I wondered why some
Of the things that we often discuss among friends were not
discussed in the magazine - subjects like monogamy, role
Playing, ageism, relating to straight women, seperatism, etc.
I remember being very pleased when Women-Identified Women

Was reprinted in Moonstorm, and then enormously surprized
when there were no articles, editorials, etc., printed
alongside it as a discussion of it, It made me wonder if

the Moonstorm staff felt it raised no questions or points of
discussion, or if it raised so many that they could not
print much abtout it that they could all agree on.

I'm still not sure about that particular incident, but I'm
learning more about the dynamics of puttinz a magazine
together, Having now attended several Moonstorm meetings,
come to see that the processes are complicated and very energy
consuming. It seems to me that even if we had many more hours
each issue for doing the technical work involved in printing
a magazine we still wouldn't have enough time to have all the
discussion we'd like to about the ideas expressed in the magazine.

It no longer seems so important to me that the Moonstorm
staff as a collective have opinions on subjects like separatism,
monogamy, etc, What is important, as Billie points out, is
that these ideas are talked about and that no lesbian feels in-
timidated about expressing her ideas.

We need to admit to ourselves that the lesbian community
differs greatly in individual attitudes and ideas about numer-
ous subjects., Admitting those differences cannot destroy the
strong connections that exist between us all as lesbians and
women; the real danger lies in our pretending that -they do
not exist at all,

We need to talk to each other more., We need to learn from
each others! ideas if we are-to escape completely from all the
lies and propaganda that have been thrown at us since the day
we were born, I think Moonstorm can, should, and will be
an important instrument in the process of re-educating ourselves

if we all just put our energy into making it so. 'K a\Sha

e
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St. Louis Women

s and energy is high. 1Itig g¢

1t's fall 1:05:; :zuiffect everyone's activity, Th:a:::
how the 'uthering summer has turned into a cool and lively f;l
pumid, 810¥ mOY. o of women and women's groups I know o 1.
At least ?hnt 'gut having seen my fair share of St. Louig
in this c1ty-es it seems like the energy burst in womentg
weather cnangti;ities is more than seasonal.
groups and AcF T L Jears of meeting g£oing, I've gained o

Over my :; the growing strength of women in St. Louis,
strong senseearS ago it was pretty easy to know about every-
About four y'ara doing to organize themselves. For the past
thine 'o;enonrn, as more and more women have gotten togeth,r'
;'o‘v’:l;e;t Zut of touch with women's activities in St. Louis

Lesbian Alliance.
oxcepé'::rh.d this feeling for awhile, that things ARE happen-

—-that there are women out there somewhere
;‘:fn:n,:.h::h;:;_y But I wasn't sure. So, I decided to WI"ite
this article about women's groups to find out just '?at is
going on, And after checking with various organizations
around St. Louis, I'm impressed.
In the past four years in this city, I've seen the
women's movement grow from the National Organization of Women
and occasional city-wide meetings of about 10-40 radical
women into a network of women's organizations, services,
coalitions, workshops, symposiums, and working and living
collectives. Practically each of these groups of women
represent a different set of values, a different approach to
social/political change, and support for different life styles.
There are some things that probably all of us women who
call ourselves "feminists" can agree with, but there's probably
a lot more issues that are sources of tension. I'm interested
in all the women's groups in this city, not because I think
¥e can be a unified organization with a unified cause, but
because I believe we can support and question one another
and becasue I feel it's important to maintain a realistic
sense of our strength as women. It's in thés-spirit that
I've gathered information on St. Louis Women's organizations.
In the next few issues of MOONSTORM we plan to print
information on women's services and on women living collectively
this city, If you have any comments or anything to add
ease send it in,

Are Alive and Well

Coalition of St, Louis Women - open to all women and women's

sr§ups in St. Louis., Five dollar membership or can con-

tribute time, Planning to open a St., Louis Women's center-
Whatyhappens there depends on existing feminist organizations
an§ now much they want to contribute. Building will be large
J?c non-profit, Some possible uses: meetings, worksheps, soup
kitchen, coffee shép, women!s refuge, vocational rehabilitation,
legal aid, child care, self help clinic, huge feminist bulletin
board, film rental, herstory library. Groups interested in
locating your group in the center should send a description of
your work, staff, and reason for existing to P.O. Box 12261,
Ste. Louis, Mo. 63104, Women interested in participating or
simply curious can attend monthly meetings the fourth Thursday
of each month at 7:30 Pem., at 612 N.,Second Street or =all
Susan Thayer at 771-9339,

Feminist Coalition - an activist women's group composed of
Washington University students, staff, and faculty - convinced
adnministration to create a high-level, decision-making position
for a woman whose primary purpose will be to serve the needs of
women - Susan Cornillion will f£ill the position - trying to esta-
blish better health care and day care facilities , want to work
closely with women's community in St. Louis - planning a mid=-
November weekend tentatively called "Life Styles and Life Forces
One day devoted to "Women in their Bodies" and one to alternative
life and work styles - meet every Tuesday at 5 p.m. in Women's
Building Lounge at Washington U, - immediate community ie women
in university - meetings open to all women.

LESBIAN ALLIANCE - See adjoining article

NOW - Open to women and men = $15 dues - oldest of all the organ=-
izations listed = a monthly newsletter - have task forces on
Abortion, Answering Service, Consciousness Raising Group, employ-
ment, ERA, fund raising, membership, Newsletter, Public Relations,
Speaker's Bureau, Susan B. Anthony, and Women and Health., Call
Answering service for more information 868-6600 or write NOW,
Ste Louis Chapter, P,0., 16132, St. Louis, Mo. 63105.




n 1972 by St. Louis women concerp
4 about the treatment received bed
rs support (1egal, medical, emotional) to rzpe

rape victj_::a-“ spoalcing progran and does community education
city Police Rape Squad to encourage

- formed 1
igis Ce
M A

victims =

york - Works with Ste Louis :

them tO relate to rapeé victims with empathy and STt -
or if you are raped, or if you just

t to work with them,
z:gt':zre information call 77>
pato Productio c, - a women's film company concerned with
making filme for and about women = currently making a film about
2 women in prison Pegsey Russell and Carol Dillard, 2 lesbians in
jail in the State correctional Facility in Tipton, Mo. = the film

able at rates below standard commercial fees - pro-

o Tond for Irison projects -
rkshop s0 that women of e PR T
to learn skills associated with quality )

-1313 from 6 = 11 p.m.

cedds will be channelled
hope to establish media WO
ethnic groups will be able
media productions.

- a group of 8 women that meet every

Tyesday evening to explore Art, Women, and their roles as artists

in St, Louis ~ identify themselves a&s women, feminists, and artists
work with drawing, painting, music, dance, body awareness = have >
a drawing group with models on Wednesdays during the day =~ this

group is closed, but any interested women should call Susan at 961~
6648 in the evenings and a new group could be formed - especially
good to share child care with a new group.

¥omen's Artist Group

Women's Counseling Centef -

open-s Cousseline Centef ~indiviaual counseling, workoiovs,

counselors fnduf:’ and rap groups available for all women; gay

Bran o o erapy groups also; call 725-9158 Monday, Tuesday,
s and Friday from 1-4 p.m. or Wednesday from 5-8 p.m.

Women's Political Caucas =
women's isiu::cﬁdc“cu - open to all women, mainly supports
candidates in public elections. Never received

current informa
tion, Call 961-3599 for up-to-date details.

t

Communi t
here because Church - not a women's group, but included

it
t4ansChurch ut::':l"' and serves lesbians - an Ecumenical Chris=
rap groups, Sunday 'pecial outreach to the homophile community;
P.0. Box 3407, st (o chP Services 2p.m., 3010 Olive St., 6. F

» Sto Louis, Mo, 63143, or call 647 - 6419:’ :
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LESBIAN ALLIANGE

About 2 years ago, a small group of women got together to talk

about finding a place where women could meet for work, relaxation,
and fun. We called the place the Coffeehouse
named Lesbian Alliance, We defined ourselves as lesbians and as
feminists=~that: is as women Who choose not to relate to men but
to put energy and resources only 1 ther women.

Since tha® time, many more wome become involved in the
group., We are different from one in many ways--some
have a lot of formal education and
older and have been married and divo ’
some are younger, some live in collective households, some
live alone, some grew up on farms and some in citiles. Most
define themselves as lesblans, but we
share the experience of having grown up in families and within
a society that taught us to feel lower than men. As women,
welve been kept from learning skills that would give us inde~
pendence. We've been trained not to get too close to other
women or to respect one another, As lesblans, we've been
discriminated against in housing, employment, the law, and
socially. We know that our ;culture made it this way and we
as women had little to say about ite

No man or group of men are going to hand over their power OT
privileges to any woman Or Womel. Certainly no individual woman
can change the unequal power relationships between men and women
all by herself, Not only would that be hard and lonely, but also
very dangerous - whether she fought for equal pay, access to
traditional male jOOBy jegal rights, or for equal, loving relations
ships with other women, Lesbian Alliance provides a structure
through which all women, especially lesbians can get in touch
with one another and together work toward common go0als.

Recently we:have moved to a new place, larger and therefore
better able to accomodate new activities and the interests of a

growing number of womene. Our activities are constantly changing
to accomodate the changing needs of the women involved., The
Fall Schedule of activities includes & coffechouse every Friday
night with entertainment, women=-oriented movies the first

Wednesday of each monthy bi~monthly business meetings with

discussions with other women's groups in St. Louis, a speakers

bureau and various workshops on subjects like women and the law,
music and dance. Lesbian

photograpm}}, communications, yO&2s

and the group was

r
a 1ittle, some are
orced, some have children,

some do not., HoweveT,




ndv feminism lesbi

tin study groups on 5 e tat

s also staf;iafl on-going discussions to share feeli;,
G t to know other women. ingg,

A11iance 1
ool
etc. and Tap & ways to ge

These are good

This publication, Moonstorm, is part of Lesbi
ian
Alliange and meets each week ix:z thepnew bu:lldin,grfJ
él'here 1s also a legal committee which published a
booklet on homosexuals and the law and gathers
information on women and the law

An .
- ify;g: ;:::rested in any of the above activities

Some other project in mind you wsnt

:: ::g: with other women you should call g64-7;49

&5 Louisugﬁgm%hm' Box 4201, Tower Groves Station,
» Mo, ére will be someone at above phone

on Monday n
from 1-_%’ ights from 8--10130 p,m. and on Thursdays

om, :
plays at o'ltJher tfmest?pe with up-to-date information
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LESBIAN WRITERS’ CONFERENCE

! It is inevitable that Chicago would hold the
first known lesbian writers® conference., Chicago,
home of Lavender Woman,

2 lesbian feminist paper;
of Lavender Press, who recently published Women

Loving Women, a lesbian bibliography; of the New
KIe;and?IE_ribrary. a lending library in the Lesbian
Feminist Center which still houses a feminist book-
storey and home of various lesbian writers was a
suitable place for women to coalesce,

; Though it is unlikely that Chicago tourguides
will be pointing out the suddenly herstorical Uni-
tarian Church where the conference was held, the
nearly 75 women who attended will most probably carry
warm memories of the Friday, September 13, weekend
home to their typewriters and newspapers. Perhaps it

was the date that set the special tone of the week-
end. Thirteen is a lucky matriarchal number, it was
the thirteenth month of the matriarchal calendar that
lost its existence when patriarchy spread, destroying §
a calendar based on the 28 day cycle of moon and —
menses, At any rate, I had fun.

The conference began, appropriately, with a
lecture by one of our very active foremothers,
Valerie Taylor. Valerie is a "lesbian grandmother”
and author of 6 lesbian novels which are currently
out of print per typical pattern of publishers.
White braid wrapped softly around her head, Valerie
stood a sturdy four feet six (I estimate) and was a
veritable tank of gentle wisdom. She spoke of our
other foremothers, a diverse collection of lesbian
personalities ranging from Sappho to Gertrude Stein,
and of course, Radclyffe Hall, author of the classic
Well of Lonliness, Of this book Valerie commented,
"Tt's a terrible book--thick with sentimentality,
terrible style. Stephen Gordon thinks of herself
as a man in a woman's body and no self-respecting
lesbian would say that." But she pointed out,
"Being a pioneer is a very ugly business. We have

to respect her. Her book is basic, this is where
we started." 0



i few excepti
l ted that with a . bPtions,
so no writers write only about

& £ i
yalerie 2 1 ian
esbian P b
£ contempora'!"v};hen we =re no longer variants in
te only about women in

moS
: i womene r
;ggfggy. we won't have to Wri
love." workshop day with scheduled topjcs
geticlogwriting, getting

Saturday Was T .- on,
including pos‘:g;ipg.g, small presses and song writing,
publ}.shed. n how many of the workshops ?ctually happen.
sur:e as it turned out, rather inadequate
ed; they :;Igat asically gave women an excuse to break
headings 11 groups and talk about practically any-
down in ;{e were like kids in a candystore, so happy
thing. We Weltot it didn't really matter that we
:goose a topic and stick by ite : ;
For instance, the fiction v'vorks}'wp began wlt}'1
a semifstructured discussion using Rita Mae Brown's
Y it Jungle as 2 guide for creating
f:ggi;mnbheg?nes in fiction. After a few moments
of what one woman called one of tlfle gentles:t dls-_
agreements she'd ever seen, we drifted to dlscusslng
collective writing and then found ourselves suspending
conversation to write our own plécé--a collective of
sentences that each of us wrote about what we were
experiencing at that point. We turned them over to
one woman for reading aloud and we were all plessed

with the unitary variety of responses. !
Sunday we shared our other writings with one

another, taking turns as we sat in a circle to read
poetry and some longer pieces. Many women prefaced
their reading with a variety of nervous excuses; but,
ag it turned out, excuses were wholly unnecessary.
The readings were Strong and various. One tendency
became apparent to me, a tendency of many of the
women to write about sad or angry feelings more than
other feelings. Despite the vast and rapid growth
of an alternative culture, women still have a need
to exorcise the pain of this one through their
S;‘;::%Vg::rllt, One exception was Valerie Taylor's
-liner" i g
faulty memoryy r", which I repeat from a slightly

Il

That sounds like a ripe melon.
Well, she said,
Don't just lie there,

Have yourself a slice!
It was not a weekend filled with exhaustive

work or heavy political arguments; it was a rare
We had

and special collection of lesbian writers.
a chance to meet the faces behind the names we had

read in various women's publications, a chance to
discuss common preblems, ideas, solutions, a chance

to refuel,
ward to making the conference an annual event, or

even twice yearly, or monthly,

I came home refreshed and looking for-

Oleose!

----kris kleindienst

Women interested in obtaining the biblio- :

graphy of lesbian literature, Women lovi Women,
can send $1,.50 to Lavender Press, P.O. Box 30502.

Chicago, Ill. 60660.)
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"3 womzn whose "forte” is law, or may_
Ifnguwig;e interested in sharing knowledge ang
be_a‘::s with other women on law issues, then you were
opmlbl one of about fifty women who attended the
§§§§§si§m. WOMEN AND THE LAW presented by A Woman's
Place. ' “chance to come b
haps you didn t have a e by the
WCA g::nt;f, Blanch on North Brentwood on Satv:xrday,
September 14, or maybe you didn't have the time and
energy to 1isten to all seven sessions; well, this ig
¢t you missed.
i guw, Frain, board member of ACLU and active
Center of St. Louis, spoke on the

with the Rape Crisis
topic of "Women and Rape.” One of the issues raised

was that, as women, we are all potentisl rape victims,

" %o some degree, all women fear being raped and we

rn our lives around this fear, Susan said.
Susan told the audience of about 25 women that
the act of rape was not as difficult to prove compared
to the difficulty of "identifying" the rapist and
provinf that the act was "forcible.” The burden of
roof {s gn the woman, she said, and in the Stste of
ssouri a victim doesn‘'t have to resist inspite of
the fact that resistance is a prime issue in court.
In addition, Missouri law does not permit the
past sexual experiences of a victim as admissable
evidence but this law is circumvented by court room
:cacticl such as "character witnesses," she said.
Medical evidence is not necessary in Missouri, but
its better to have it,"
b n;:‘ ::; Et. Louis area there is a high incidence
WORt Tapen ore women are reporting rapes. However,
&0 unreported. Of the reported rapes, few

patte

{ases get into court and the results of court proceed-

i N
'm.m very little in terme of convictions, Susan
rape gztf:ﬁe Crisis Center provides counseling for
dual women, 32" tries to meet the needs of indivi-
and 1ere0Uurage women to talk about their
ot each woman decide whether or not

3

she wants t ; ol
1 taé1? Withoe§3c22.cou€t. The Center also concerns
denitnt e il ing the community in an attempt to
"Lesbianiem and the Law”
g{l%:zgz goore. cha?rperson wag:.t;zu::pizsgiigussﬁd
i eggl Committee and co-author of The Homo-
R ommunity znd the Law, Addressing an audience
about to 50 women Taura stated: "In the Stat
of Misspuri it i8 not a crime to be a lesbié; ?te
18 a crime to perform sexual acts between er;ons
of the same sex, or be caught doing it." ghe b !
no law clearly stated on the Missouri éooks wizh F
regard to lesbians, she said, but there are oth
laws which the police can and do use to harass -
lesbians: loitering, vagrancy, soliciting a:d mas
querading (wearing clothes of the opposite sex) -
A woman in the audience asked Laura if the;e
are any grounds for being arrested at the coffee
house. "No, she replied, as long as there are no
drugs or alcohol on the premises, We have a right
to meet; we have a license to be there, }'Iara.ss-g
ment could be done anywhere. Police have the right
to as{ your name and address only.”
aura also discussed various economi
loans, employment) and social discriminatioiza:is.
lesbians, "We want legal benefits as lesbians and
we are denied those benefits.™ Laura also talked
about lesbian._mothers and their efforts to gain
custody of their children, "We're beginning to
win th§se custody cases,”
b "I feel that one of the most onpressed wo
) ] men
is the Black welfare mother, and I cannot under-
stand.why people are not concerned whether child-
ren live or die,” said Sylvia Jackson, Black acti-
vist and social worker. Approximately 35 to 40
;Zgigr:tfended the session on "Black Women snd
There are numerous myths concerning welfare
recepients and Sylvia talked about some of those.
Many people think that women on welfare are une
married. That's a myth. A large number of women
on welfare.are married or have been married. Most
people on welfare are Black is another myth. Nation-
wide, 7 out of every 10 persons on welfare are lq

White._o"_ s
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bout welfare laws is that ;
Sylvia's opin.ﬁ::.?f ePnere are no laws for
»don’t make X welfare mothers. The laws
are .‘;hut Black womell. The welfare
which exist t designed to maintain family ‘f!'ucrure
1.0 m of laws designed by men.

to the q:at%on oi why poor

jvia stated? *Poverty takes
el sxy' system i8 designed to keep

-.g gg; i or.md the welfare system is part of
poo "
ociety re are answers to these

c.pitlliSt . 1s that the
blfﬁdasrf::.callcd for unity of women, in
t‘cul;r unity of women's organizations in St,
Wi: She also feels that an extensive, creative
Lo: ;m of social education is needed. As an
Pr 5’1. of social education and social sstion she
P amily Children Service's

theran
described the Lu “It is a progrem in

Mother PrograE.
:::l.\rt;gu middle class women and one ADC mother
r to share ideas, experiences and

- meet togct{n

A one interested in the Mother to
resources.” AWOUE L\ Tyiola Colemen at 371-3333,

attorney, was suppose to scuss

'th:.ggenmag;'tho Law” but she told an sudience
of about 22 women that she felt “we needed to know
the laws as it applies to women before we could use
or ch them.” Peggy discussed Missouri State
law a8 it applies to marriage, property, wills,
divorce, separation, alimony, abortion, sterilization,
taxes, and credit.

Common law unions are not valid in the State
of Missouri and therefore wemen living in common
law have no rights or benefits, she said. "If you
are a married woman, living with your spouse, the

law requires that the men provide support (unfortunate-

1y, the law does not state how much support). Failure

-to~mv1do suppQrt is a misdemeanor iup:iuouri.'

In"addition, there is no law which requires the

woman to take her husbend's surname, Peggy said.

e .lniun have been some changes regarding divorce

= low: Divorce is now called "dissolution

:uimnh age” and alimony goes under the term

§e u"mnlnc-. & As of Jamuary 1, 1974 you can get
thout-preof or grounds (called limited

no fault) as long as it is not comtested, she said.
If the divorce is contested then alleged grounds
are necessary. This new law works against women,
Pesgy satd,” because if a woman can work, she may

not be able to get alimony.
A8 of Jsnuary 1, 1974 a woman can get a legal

separation in Missouri, however neither spouse is
free to marry. After 90 days, the husband or wife
can file for a divorce.

Missouri law as it applies to birth control
pills is that any woman, single or married, who
is 18 or older, can get them, Beggy said. However,
when the issue is abortion, a woman doesn't have
much control over her body. "In Missouri, a husband
has to consent to an abortion, unless it is to save
the life of the woman.”

If you're a married woman and coneidering
sterilization Missouri law doesn't require that
your husband give his consent. Doctors will try
to get husbands to sign, Beggy gaid, "No minors
or mental incompetents can be gsterilized even with
parental or guardian consent

Peggy advised women to

not to act hastily.” =
Diane Taylor, feminist attorney and member of

_the National Lawyers Guild, Law Collective, was
gcheduled to speak on "Women, Equal Protection and
Labor Law: Because she is involved in a case, she
wag unable to prepare for this topic. Instead, she
briefly discussed the case she is presently working

on.

"plan their divorce and

Two women were arrested this summer for in-
decent exposure. They were in a fairly isolsted
spot in a park and had removed their shirts. The
women are challenging the constitutionality of the
ordinance arguing a violation of equal protectien.
Women should have the same rights as men, Dispe -
said. "The issue is ‘public nudity' in that-there
are separate laws for women and men which is unfair.
Women are less protected by the law then men.”
Its a moral judgment in the minds of men, who
wrote the laws, Diane said.

"Women and Legal Oppression” was the topic
discussed by Helen Jones, feminist attorney, and “
member of Law Collective, Lawyers Guild. 4
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Helen told an audience of about 38 women h
laws work against women and the courts work aga_at
This is the case in family and divo’;zst

e

women too.
laws as well as welfare laws. "Sex laws are

oppressive and effective political tools used
against certain groups such as gay people. OQur
usl freedom is basic to the feminist

right to sex
movement,” Women have been granted concessionng

by the legal system, she said, in areas such as
L4
IsT, one

education and labor.
Helen feels that the "struggle for democratijc

rights" is linked to changes in the economi
as well as some basic changes in human rgT;%iizggture S
ps. 17 UNSHINE

SIL

Diﬂcuss' "
said that ing "Women in By -
t is 11legal to Sgigi’?lelngexmary-Agne
on jo
20

"We should not be satisfied with a f 3
and sbggigel'ink up wi’{h (l)ther groups??" e et
is no real clear constituti
ﬁor women and there is no real pusi lfl‘;;zl-ozyalilspfomcﬁm
o:l:gefeel: this is attributed to a lack of f)owe
part of women and a lack of st e ' S
organization, Je s ot fica » :
. Mary Anne Sedey, Past P i ' .
Louis chapter of N.OW., E Rrimden:t 9f gy St
second year law student’ di'séuésagtIVlSt gnd et E E E ! | [ l E [ “ !
WomenMin mﬁoment." - ed the "E.R.A. and e vees - OPT L PEEAR Feul Fmo CMAY 7
ar — i i 3 i
e e A R e
A Sl ate acti ‘
:glfidgf;e:i “major changes” in %héogaznd },{,‘StEfgege Bow, 53 150, Wepely Spelly gy, pRA= DR OR. SEL Rl
o . Ll L] . ) ;
property laws i:lln areas such as domestic relation o e A Sl
example, women ‘n'xo itary service and jury duty Fors’ : bi‘i’ e
well as military gege?‘ftghgigle i draf{:' “ L I T =
» and wom ‘
éggfziibe exempt from jury duty in would no Yo"“?-ju*s”so “E‘*vy T8y R
C ¥ 1 R\"“T' -
to be reagelations. state laws woul(r:l1 t‘ghe SEengs i C:—‘,Lﬁ—-—ﬂ = =
s A:: 86X neutral, she said e rewritten ‘ —ar T g e 1
"looks bett e feels that ratificati | A TR <
! T tion of the E ’ e :
b o er” in Mlssou i ca o e R A ‘ Som P TpME Me-E- R
Porta:::‘ef:e are and wher:ly',e wThe E.R.A. is a symbol 1 § FEOLE b %%ﬁﬁfﬁ"f ik
She feels fc‘hwomen to be part o;nt to be, Its im- ‘ A Oy jCean M—M—HE
5t the B.R,4 Ty OF the constitution.” | S A |
8 political test of At i S P IS A S 44| Of
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HEAVY ON MY MIND
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That's why you're so heavy on my mind
Rain or shine.
That's why you're so heavy on my mind.

The playground was o0 unkind
I decided to stay around and try.
That'e why you're so heavy, on my mind.

CHORUS (Some people . . . )

The puzzles will always remain
But I'1] sti11 be the same

That's why you're 80 heavy on my mind.

Has long hair, Ye she has nerve

She does some fancy dar

No matter what you ¢t
She always get

That's why you're so heavy on my mind

e 4o She's gettin' to be a mighty fine printer,
a t pecpl re her business.
((:Mp;atgl).ine and slow down to end on ;h O-o;‘: :o:: -”: qg»nqnse
3 0 man 1 rc -
she won't put up with his hisness, “horus,
]—" 2
. —3
emy 9 2




wf\aﬁ\s You( S{:org {

- ,lvv,'-‘a.v»(_ Nisa, im, iarla »snd I went to
t ’ V'8 Ar where wae planning ¢ i ntervi ew
"] gwear it to you, I swear it on  arive ' s Vg o 9.4¢ Z“Z, ;
my common woman's head, ; ma : b o A5 o Mﬂ'ir:'
that & common woman ig a8 common as tee avaa Lo o ‘S .Fnyh;t;;ly
a common loaf of bread. A r rery strong woman who
e o o and Wil risel™ seem X w m == Tha
a ’ ars - : Bs = "a;d'
~ w
CHORUS \ wel Az watch-
Woman grow and woman know - - .
that you can do anything £irat '-ﬂ , ‘ .. w aura Anne
HUM 2 MEASURES - v & e a oy -y
Put legs on those dreams.
M3 - How did Betty' ha . T
F LA - Betty's jed t e a straizht bar but
betly and a lot of her frier were gay S he bar
w n elghoor-
. n days
cxar £ am n here
X 1 2 in here they
[t alrig . e ‘s but
Lt wan deal
ar
tin m - are wa o -
g v a-
changed =

LA - 3
to be fights but
ion beca
district poli
bar is allowed to
tect herself and t
come in here,

LOIS - So it's knowing the rules of the game,

LA - Tolerating each other. Also some of the
women like it that men are here because it makes
them feel good that men will still pay attention

to them, buy them drinks, etc. zq

=
w
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o
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® =
@
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e bar, and also because men




ou lived in‘St. Lf)uis?.
- g::e;l)gn%o:azes}):ort period 1n California,
1A -

1 my life. |
(?iRLAy- When did you £
1A - I never got jnvolved W

- ise?
,ﬁ - 8:129:;11 emotionallye This was when I.was
esident of CYC (Catholic Youth Council) in
gi h school, It was & Teenage youth group organ-
g Catholic Church. There was softball,

ized by the : i
{sing things for charity, parties, etc. I
;‘:gd:&;mg‘g on him and we went to the Admiral, the

t+ the park and stuff like that, but it was
:f::;sain a ggoup setting although we would break
off, from the group at times. Eventually he went
his way and I went mine and nothing ever came of it,
Mere was also this guy that was really hung
Sup on me but I would have been just another notch
- ",on his gun, I found myself attracted to him be-
cause he was real nice, had baby blue eyes. He
uscdi;cg ::me arimg cook}{m? fried chicken and serenade
me w s guitar. e's married now and has a kid,
In gact I saw him the other day.
Iﬁ - ;I;::'t :hle);-e someAgu¥ who committed suicide?
- wa nny. g8 far as I
he was bisexual, ¥{e knew I wis ga;aiuioﬁgegﬁgésed
marriage to me, He had quite a crush on me and
finally maneuvered himself into my hous ila
together 3 or 4 2 £ e 11ved
months, It was matt
Eanee ann ah 1 a matter of conven-
o h: :gsbeeause I liked him. Then I found
volved in heroinaaggtgoll.oglc&l S a{ld g0 Sns
bculture. Sy ot of people in the drug
inally asked him
he left he to leave, After
h called to apologize but I
eaded, That was the af was real hard-
he overdosed in the § :hiernoon before the suicide -
tripped for a long ti:e: ‘;g. I felt real guilt-
to his needs, But now It at I was not responsive
m at the point where I'm

Sorry he's gone b
me too, If we hagt I had to do what was good for

been }:ﬂg for both ogtﬁed together 1t would have
a L]
in grade ﬁ'hﬁ{“ attraction to women when I was
8elf I would byy She was blond and I promi da
§ her daddy he Uy T o yellow and blach oap Iike .
fun of .! mg' It ended when sne s%ack car like
I scratched her hand o;r :;g ::llti?sl

jve up on men?
ith men sexually.

even scrubbed the chalices in church to be close
to her.

Then I had a dual relationship - it was the 1st,
It was a relationship with 2 women I was in love
with who called themselves straight., It was not
a sexual relastionship, During this period of time
I got involved with numerous women - falling in and

out but never s8taying in love until now,

I had my first sexuzl relationship in 1965.
You could call this my coming out day but actually
my e@otlonal alliance with women was long before
my flrgt sexual encounter. I have always identi-
fled with women strongly because I always lived in
institutions as az child with other girls and nuns.

Even in the foster home I played athletics with
girls and went to youth groups with girls, etc.

I was surrounded by women, It was natural for me
to turn to women for any close relationships.

It was not traumatic for me to be gay - except
that one woman I knew thought I should see a psy-
chiatrist because of it. I respected her so I
went to one. What he said was amazing, especially
considering it was 1965, He asked me if I was
happy. I told him I was and then he asked me what
was more important - what others thought of me or
what I thought. I told him that what I thought was
more important and he said "There's your answer,”
He was alright, It was unusual, That was the only
time I ®maw a shrink.

Anyway, I have to explain the scene I came out
in more. I was butch. You should see some of the
pictures of me. I played the butch role but some-
how I foumd myself different than the typical role.
I felt uncomfortable in gay roles and I also knew
the necessity of them. Then in California I started
dressing differently than the white tennis shoes,
bobby sox, and shorts that were typical., Everybody
played on the softball team and the tradition was
to wear men's clothing on the exterior, if not on
the interior, also to take on the worst male char-
acteristics and act them out - MACHOISM. I always

had very femme girl friends. : :
LOIS - Can I ask you a personal question? Did most

butches have di ldoes?
26




es never
Nos® butc;he plave

putches SEXUE; 0o own physic

Anyways I non I came back

other dykes whe 1 dressed
: in the way
Not just in not as much as

s other human peings. igth
% ot involved 1N the femlnls
the difference between me a?t
1esbians and for a while fe

was the only 1esbian.I
knew of in women's lib-
eration and as far as

the lesbians I had known,
I could relate to them

om women levels, but I
couldn't accept that life-
style anymore.

I was involved in fem-
inism and Gay Liberation
in New Orleans and St.
Louis, At first it was men
and women, but then some
of the women realized

- the need for seperation and that it was just a

cruisipg ground, It was not
supposéd goals of liberation

got together with

d aggressor in bed but
al satisfaction. They
ch them. That would
them more susceptible

d get off emotionally -

erence between me and
from California im 1967,
but how I thought about
sexual creatures but
about the same time

+ movement and noticed
other so-called

guite alienated. I

moving towards the
for the homophile

community., I was involved in f i
eminism through
NOW and the Unamed Women's group - that was Ehat

we called ourselves,

MB - What were those like?

LA - The Unamed Women's G

concerned with consciousness
eip et demonstration

roup was essentially

raising and rap groups.

involved with so I gues'.sWas in 1970 which I was

that. I serveq
: as abofti
and also worked wit: ey

u

I joined shortly before
on chairperson for 2 yrs: -

Emplo i
ous other activitieg °¥m§83‘C0mm1ttee =

MB - D
g Ti: they knoy you were gay?
%o i3 { probably had suspected 1t,0 X didnt ey
e 1t., Then they knew for sure towards the
end of my work
.My work with the abortion thing. I start-
ed coming out politically when the ERA was an
1ssue - I wanted to h i
, Lo 0 have the word sexual orien-
ﬁzgigg 12 i? besides the word sex. I was state
entatlve and also on the Women's Political
Cﬁueus board so I was instrumental as far as
zhat was going on in Jeff, City, When I made
e suggestion about the sexual orientation
they had a fit and thought we'd never get it pas-
sed like that, Then I started speaking out mgre
Fbout homocphile issues, When Betty Friedan made
nher comment about the lavendar menace I wanted
our chapter to send her a letter. As a result we
g;d send a letter which later got sent to her but
she never sent any response. So when I saw her
1ndCoiumb1%, Mo. I asked her about that incident
and she got very freaked out and all she said was
thaz it was true that there was a Lavendar Menace.
nyway, what really caused my split from NOW
was that I‘iad tried to push the thing on the
gay community on various occasions - by bringing
it up a lot and also organizing discussions be-
tween.the 2 groups. On those particular
occ§51ons what would happen is the gay women
would show up and very few women from NOW. Be-
cause I felt I was getting no positive response
or cooperation I just decided I was wasting my
e?ergies and that I could be utilizing it better
elsewhere.,

I did research on the homophile community and
the law. Politicising myself as well as getting
credit for my degree. L headed the legal committee
and became even more aware,

I became more disoriented with the gay community
I had known in the bars because a lot of the women
of the 'old gay' set feared feminism and ‘lesbian
feminism' because it represented a threat to their
lifestyle and they knew no other way. Also the
butches probably didn't want to give up what power
they had.

MB ® How could anyone give up a lifestyle that they
were used to that easily? How could butches give
up their power if they weren't in a social context
that protected them without that?




3A - Yes, but they didn't even want to discuss %

I was one lesbian in feminist sctivities going ¢
the bars and discussim{z thinfs - I was caught i 4
the middle. Even now there is seperation, 4
MB - Is that related to class?
LA - For sure, if you are in the lower class
black or white, there is more open machoism in
males and that is what you have to identify witthe
concrete things like how many women you've hagq fo=
ﬁgd s;hangigfdup for yourself in figshts, 3
- Wha ou mean when
Ex ta%g about %eminism? B 2 trid
- When I say I tried to t
“ber that heavy talking wasn'%lgorynroagnh;:etgo ponems
heavy discussions were unusual This ¢ bars -
%nlthe b;.ack and white bars, In the bY:gktgue
earned to ars
than you're a:)i:d? c;;t;és dhice Y tYer say more
girlhyou could get it, It's mcrewvigl:n:utcg‘i
u have a good raport with th S e
could e butch's gi
LOIS -ggz'ét;aay inaw Th R
LA - T have been around - 'and arecny’. 258, Clear.
and worn out! I layed ;hmd round - and around
out of rolationahf 8, for : %ia::' I was in and
.

= Did you kee
you kg:w 1{; the papes CUSh With any of the women
- Yes, because that'
with lesb at's all the co
like baps 208 there was — the bars '::gni““w
MB - What s::;ut:r Private parties social events
.
LA - I't was al1 .QQE::? things about it?

LOIS « Diqdn'
LA - Vol) Ya! ‘aproMeN Stick by you?

woman T ki a, Mary, M

cause they'::gez The reagon I‘:an; :nttg .

19, Qthougn 1,42, of the homophile conmane

areg queens the one’; K1Y 2 10t of males and

'1'"" Anna anq u.:n" I chose to ealll“l" g

"€ e in what Ty g:';:;;cuck b m"fy’ﬁ;ﬁ:t
me ar n o

e ound in the ga;y oog:;ut;h :y et

0 dress
QOI\miti tholalized ' eyt "':::g'nind
: e

I started going to the gay bars in 1963 or 64,
Me and 2 women friends met these 2 gay guys at
the U, City folk dancing. After folk dancing they
would a}ways leave and wouldn't tell us where they
were going so one night we got them to take us
with them, We went to the Europa and then tb the
Golden Gate, You had to know somebody or look
queer tg get in and you still do. I was freaked
ou§ - girls dancing with girls, boys with boys.
¥ just stood there with my mouth hanging open and
just looked all night long. This dyke =approached
me at about 3130 and I just played like I'd been
around and she never picked up on it, I called
my friend and told her I'd been to a queer bar
and asked her if she wanted to go. She was a stu-
dent at UMSL doing a study on homosexuality. We
ended up being lovers,

We went there a2 lot and told people we were
lovers and acted like it. We became quite accepted
because we acted like a couple so we weren't

threatening. The good thing about it was being
around women. Although it wasn't ideal it was
better than being around men, if you know what I

mearll.

MB - Where do you think lesbians are now?

LA - We're into positive growth. We're to the

point of having our own center -- space for dif-
as well

ferent committeeg and workshop programs
as a place to develop unity. Lesbians don't have
to be isolated. We can have and do have a better

environment to grow in. s
LOIS - What changes do you hope for futurevlesblans?
LA - More political involvement. I would hope that

h political problems and

they would identify wit t .
rectify injustices in the legislative program. We

need to change existing laws that are oppressive

to homosexualse

MB - What are you 1
immediate future? % -
LA - More personal growth. Involvement 1n.the
Coffeehouse has helped me. 'I want ?o continue
to be a part of its activities and its develop-

ment.

ooking forward to in your
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id this I st;rted_looking at the women
4 §§22"?§fhih§§lsere gay or straight. Hell, I can't

to ! ; there and findin
f meeting 3 woman g
te11! The lggatg sleep with you and her husb=nd that

that she wan 3 . Th t didn°
: infuriates me. e concep idnst
night nause>tes ang e hen Lerry said that the

; wit :
SIFnaggs?e;:;gership cards had to have their names and
:gérgsses (checked out) on them for our protection.

is willing to put up any poster and announce-
mentgag;“yLesbign Alliance. He also wapts to hlre.some
oy musicians to play there at $20 a plece, per night.
. usually h»1f men, half women. he

id the bar is : 3
;{gg}?ilwe were there (esrly Sat,) it was more like 35%

women, 65% men.

The Side Door is not a place I would go to regu-
larly, but it is a nice ch=nge from the usual. ?n
spite of the major freak out concepts }nvolve‘ed. it was
a comfortable place to be, .espec1a_lly if you're tired
of your blue jesns for a night. It is also the only

place where it would be cool to go with gay men f{'iends
without being totally isolated among 400 menv.] gyécei
e didn’

were good for beer--60¢ for a large stein.

try the liquor. . L
Next stop Martin's, loc~ted just South of Union

Station in the Stadium Hotel. They check I.D!s at the
door. I had heard it was nice and that some women went
there. We could hardly get in the door for the crowd,
and didn't see any women, so we split.,

Stopped in at the Gate, the gay coffeehouse on Olive,
just east of Grand., There is a %2 cover ch=rge and they
serve no liquor--they cater mainly to teenage gays.

We got in on a reporter's press line! Unlike any first
visit here, this night there were a lot of women there--
mainly 16-20 years old it seemed. There was 21lso a

male band &' la Alice Cooper, replete with a double dildo
hanging over the drummer, They were horrendous--and
that's being charitable. The young crowd wgs sitting
:l} ovethhe dance floor like at a rock concert. It w=s
eird. Then Peggy ran into some women from her high
school »nd thet was fun--aha, so you're one too, eh?!
3 Split from there and decidely needed a drink, so

o were “treated” to male go.go dancers in

33 davelo bikini pants, looking very bored with it all.
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The entire b=sr weg strange~-very very auiet even though “

packed, hardly any tables to sj
bartentgr Jim P. (past p!‘esidi;t 2}"‘8 a .
mainly interested in whether we knew ol KC)+ Who was ;
who needed a job,.. . e e b ew any malg dancers

Went over to Sch Yo on thos D thie Midioys :
down from P.K,'‘'s, Tgigdgr g el e
women. There is a $1 ¢ var chomed bout 50/50 men and
drag shows, which od mroungEs, 2t the time of the |

Since i ;aécse::aiﬁgdsground B
that the most interesting tg:nzeig:i'ré :is an}:(liclpating
w?tc}'xing my friends® reactions to the d%ag :3:ensbe
Didn't turn out that w.y--even though their rerctions
were as expected: shocked, grossed out, mildly inter-
ested, etc. What h pened was that we interviewed the
man doing th!_a show, and for me, at least, the impersonal
cover of political disagreement with their “"careers"
fell away, and I found myself thinking of them as people-.
no, not people c=use I'm not a humanist--but somehow as
gay people. One of the men (Miss Candie) described his
1nvolv§ment with dr-g by c-1lling it a performance, a
study in 1950's burlesque style. He acknowledged that
wh&t he was portraying had no reality in terms of wo-
men today, saying "no woman with half her he-=d together
would dress or =ct like this.® His reason for doing

drag this way was twofold: one, that this is what

the men wanted to see--the el=borate clothes, gestures,
etc, and two, that it's burlesque. It's true that his
performance was carefully studied--Riss Csndie was a
perfect imitation of a 1959 Ed Sullivan show femzle per-
former. In that way, the show was foscinsting. My
concerns are more peolitical than artistic, though, and
the answers aren'tclear: Why do the gay men want to
see "straight women" on stage?” The men are obviously
turned on/enjoying the show. It's not apn overt form of
hostility to women. Why do g=zy women psy money to
kiss a g=y man dressed as » str=ight woman? Why does
Miss Candie date her woman-performance zt 19597?

Some where in all this there was an element of
boundaries gone berserk: e»y/straight, m=ale/fem-le,
impersonator/person 211 were fuzzy, muddled dicotamies.
Does this type of show merely mirrnr the comfesions in
penple's and society's identities? Is it ome wre di-

MW, oppressive institution? Wh-ot is the attr—ction

N

Talked with the



to this type of confusion? As 1e_sb'1°n feminists we »re
outraged by the obvious stereotypin# of women, no motter
from what decade. For myself, though, I also feel a
disquieting interest or attr?ction to the:' shows and

the people in them. For me it was stgpplng outside the
comfortable Space of my beliefs 2nd 1ifestyle, and for
one hour living in the fuzzy middle world which, for
many people, must be their sole existence.

Leaving Schraeder's--back to PK's. It felt
strangely and comfortsbly like home. Boundaries were
once again obvious, friends were there, everything felt

-.aarm and familisr, even though PK's is by no means an
jdez] lesbian bar. My sense was one of celebration--

an enjoyable massive
I felt a sense of relief »t being back in normal society--
then I had to laugh, c=use no one but ourselves would

have thought that FX's was normal,

to the meRit of her work, but Ratheg as
a sex. It s almpst inevitable therefore
that she should pay for het Right o ewst,
éoakap @ posttien 1 whateves [ine., With

vors. Thus 1t js meely a question

of
ove oy i nether she sl ferself 4o
m‘l”\‘t men M b ok maﬂ‘laaa, or o
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JILL JOHNSTON
AT WASH U

Louis to speak at Washington

University on Wednesday, October 16, It made me smile to see
Jill talk from the alter of Graham Chapel. It seems fitting
that a lesbian of notoriety was talking from a place where
normally the wyord of God"™ is supposedly given and pfssed onto
the faithful. I've always gotten the idea that she is some-
what embarrased by the fact that she has been made a "super
star" of sorts. And when asked how she felt about being a

super star, Jill avoided the question entirelye.
Being a super star seems to involve the idea of superiority

and the idea that you are supposed to educate the masses. And
the masses at this "gigy" as Jill calls them, was a predominately
heterosexual college audience. I think Jill wonders alot why

she is up on stages talking to people down in audiences.

Clad in blue jean pants and jacket, T-shirt and knee high
boots, Jill read a three page poem of sorts about living in
Colorado, relating to her children, a recent ngig" at LaCrosse,
Wisconsin, and "coming to St. Louis because somebody told her
to." Her poem was witty, amusing and very personal, Parts of
it were incoherent because Jill has a way of running words
together and mumbling.

For whatever reasons, Jill seemed to be uncomfortable,
even & little hostile.toward the audience. At several points
in her poem she read "I'm coming to St. Louis because some-
body told me to" giving the impression that she really didn't
want to be here. It made me uncomfortable and I think it made
other lesbians around me uncomfortable. A woman confronted
Jill on her seemingly negative comments about St. Louis and
the Mid-West. (i.e. the Mid-West being behind in the women's
movement), Finally the woman said: you don't live here, 50
you don't know, Jill responded with "Yeah, you're right."
:::::dthis the atmosphere changed and everyone, including Jill,

a little more relaxed.
X .idi::;: thi:k J111 really knew what to talk about, or what
wanted to hear, so she just talked. Jill didn't
have any heavy political lines to bestow. If anything, she
seemed to a:oid being judgmental by saying: "I boliove'in
everything." She did not seem to take most questions seriously.

b))

Ji11 Johnston flew into St.

| e Vg il vy v g er views on monogamy were 741
replied: "What? Mahogany?" Ji famy were, Jill

ubde e Jill talked a 1ittle about her
writin career Aan at t - e % p -ie bout I
riting “he end of her talk she played a "eutesy"

tune on a piano,

Jill gave 2 performance, the likes of which coll
audiences at Graham Chapel bilds o = . d.ch colliege
. LY have t seen before, Wash
U conservatives were no do p
. it was clear
that Jill didn't take them very s
As I was leaving, I was stopped L
59 stopped male

udent who asked my o

college

So I took pity

journalism 8
looked at
I had to do r
on him and sa
Other lesbians I talked with seemed

80, if you have the oppor
performances, don't hesitate going because she's som
else!!l!

e I iked her: she's +4
: "I liked her; she's sting and witty."
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the disjointed and hurried manner used by all peo-
ple involved in the conference work. One woman,
for example, was calling speakers. Another was
typing announcements. Still another was seeing
70 the notices being printed and another was dis-
tributing them. Perhaps only two women ever set

down at one time to talk about the conference plans.

Happily, Laura Ann found the time to instigate and
coordinate all--mainly by phone.

The conference, in spite of its disjointed plan-

ning, was successful, Not only did it reap over
one hundred dollars for the women's legal fund,
but it showed that individual women and women's
groups want to cooperate for our common cause.,
Various suggestions, of course, came from the
conference's aftermath: give more time for lunch
and breaks between
sessions
% offer more choices
? ask for and coordinate
other women groups’
assistance
and, finally, have an-
other conference the
firgst of next year.

We intend to.

Ruth Hubbard

* Freq te sisters In prison

or mentel hespitals.
_'ﬁpsgmwom
Jyuiﬁtﬂqiq!
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PROSTITUT\ON: E
WHO'S HUSTLING WHOM?

PERSONAL STATEMENT

There was no definite point at which I decided
to become a prostitute; my entering into "the 1ife”
was the culmination of a gradusl awareness of and
resentment toward the prostituting of myself that
I had done for quite a while in more legal and
socially acceptable ways in the course of my search
for a means of support that was flexible enough to
leave me with the time and energy to do the things
that were important to me,
The very percep%ive writings of Kate Millett,!
Elizabeth Fisher, and Kathie Sarachild on this
issue were influential in erasing for me the mys-
tery of sex for pay and in putting it in a clearer
perspective in relation to other lifestyles open to me.
The point at which I started countering strange
men who approached me for dates with "yes, for a price"”
was, in a sense, a natural outgrowth of the groom-
ing in make-up, poise, clothing and conversation that
was an integral part of my upbringing. This was the
1st time that all that training was able to serve a
useful prupose for me, rather than just getting me in-
to hot water and hang-ups. And, typically enough,
the only definite effect that 4-1/2 years of college

D ——

Reprinted from Womans A
Journal of Liberation
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\ n ingrained audacity to de@and'more
gsgegaingnmzieiiezpect%ul treatment than tha&t:?;Chon
"less educated” women get, in exchange fgr ger ¥o§1d
a performance that any hi%hsﬂghool cheerleader ¢

closed. .
1mp?°:ii§oziEglgeguiyiisent the fact that the h}ghest
paying and most flexible jobs open to Qe (mggiiéggén
go-go dancing, etc.) are those that put 2 P

my body and 2 vice grip on my mind. Thioslﬁzrnfgive
professions of mistress and Mrs. have, Ané i
volved equally taxing premiums and gripse. E
alternative to these %sdmoge hours of lower-paying

though "respectable” rudgery.s .
é;ag fs demeziing about pro§t§tut§on, for me, is
not so much my blatant_pa;tLC1patlon.in the commer-
cialization of sex as it is the phoniness that+t§e”pro-
tocol forces me into. In the cult of "See What 2 Sex-
ual Person I Am" (the practice of which is hardly lim-
jted to paid sex), both participants must keep up a
front of e&static horniness, and any relaxation prior
to ejaculation is chalked up as a loss--of time, tu-
mescence, and manliness, From what I can gather,
the object of the game is to race to the finish line
with a minimum of distraction and detour. Allowing
oneself to lose interest in reaching the finish line
disqualifies all previous and susequent affection and
feeling.

The only challenge this game holds out to me is to

try to formulate an hcnest and open modus operandi
and let the traditional rules go hang, The reason I _
am encouraged in this is that I have sctually had more
freedom in being myself than I initially thought I
would, I was surprised and relieved, for instance, to
find that clients do not so much as bat an eyelash (at
least to my face) at the 2-year growth of hair on my
legs and armpits; I had anticipated moral outrage.

Poseibly they assume that since a call girl' i

it, it must be a new sensuslity or avan%lgzrge?OIEEre

likely, they're just too shocked to say anything. In

any event, none of them have taken it upon themselves

to voice judgments, which is more than I can say for

somg of my supposedly more enlightened male friends,
ince the overall supply of prostitutes is very low
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in relation to the demand for them
a greater degree of financial Secu;'
thought possible--in any job. And ; had
made up of completely separate 'assilnce the Jeb is
is a lot of freedom to experi lgnments , " there

y periment with different w
of relating to clients, Until now, I n = 8ys
and indirect in pumping my Clients'for i;? een subtle

s s ormation on
their backgrounds, lifestyles, and attitudes t
both prostitutes and women in general, but I howard

2 ’ ave de-
cided to try being straightforward about my interest
and not assume that it will make them clam up comeiei 1

Even though my experience is still relatively §imiie§'
(I have been a prostitute for only 3 months), each
successive session with a client reinforces my suspi-
cions that men rarely, if ever, visit prostitutes out
of horniness., It strikes me as ironic that prostitu-
tion, considered to be the most erotic of professions, is
actually the least., I have had more erotic conversa-
tions in philosophy classes than I have in sessions with
my clients, and I doubt that they are any more moved
by the experience than I am--in spite of their erections,
I have too often found myself participating in the hypo-
crisy of the experienced and comforting Mother Earth
soothing her client in order to help him get rid of his
nervousness, while I am just as nervous as he and
dreading, I'm sure, the actual nitty-gritty in bed as
much as he. It is the seeming naturalness and flow of
the game while I am playing it that makes it all so
heinously ludicrous in retrospect--like the calm ex-
terior of the nervous pitch of a high school prom.

The depressing side of prostitution is the isolation
of the prostitute's lifestyle. Because her/his pro-
fession is illegal and socially abominable, the only
person with whom a prostitute can openly and com-
fortably talk is another prostitute. A1l others (except
pimps--which is one reason why SO many prosthitutes
sign themselves over to them) relate to her/hlmlasti
mystery or curiosity or disease and cannot supply the
empathy that neutralizes her/his isolation. o

Prostitutes are largely hidden from each oti;: Lk
unless they happen to be on duty at the gane

s h re more likely to be
place--a situation in which they a 28 b other
in competition rather than solidarity with eac 260

42

I am experiencing
ty than I had ever
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i becadﬁe of this. They
i 1s are an enigma to me rd
:ZZmbggtgi in jdeal setting for the emerggzczoge Sbns
political resolve and concerted acti;nﬁaze gLens
to have evidenced itself. However, L o
worked in a brothel or talk?d to anyone ’
I really don't know what it's like.
From the experience of my own attemgts ::oigggd
tact other prostitutes, I can imagine ho P e
homosexuals (especially women| must hav;f e 2
the gay movement, knowing tha; thiir giw sgger eI
be characteristic of at least a ple,
;::tnot having the faintest idea how to go about féndlng
“them and sharing their experiences and feelings. Sup-
pose, for instance, that a prostituse saw a woman

asumed to be also a prostitute; what are
gzgmaizgr:atives? Should she walk up to the woman
and say, "Excuse me, I'm 3 prostitute'and you look
like one too--shall we talk about it? Or does she
casually walk near, look the other Yoman ;n thﬁneye,
smile conspiratorially, and say"How's business?"
Or, "Excuse me, I'm a novice at thiss can you give me
some pointers?”

Because of our isolation and because the laws on
prostitution will never get wiped off the books until
a large number of prostitutes lobby agains? them, I
am hoping that other prostitutes will consider the
effort of being open and vocal about our profession
to be worth the risk involved.

LEGALIZED PROSTITUTION

The best solution to the problem of prostitution
is to wipe any mention of it off the law books alto-
gether, rather than having it legalized, i.e., decrim-
inalized and regulated by the state. Legalized pros-
titution would combine for the prostitute the worst
of what she has now--the onus of sex for (direct) pay-
ment--and the worst of what the "straight" world offers
her--low pay for long hours of work., Legalization would
put prostitutes in the position of being pimped by the
state or private business rather than by one individual
man, The prostitute would have absolutely no chance
of switching to, or simultaneously maintaining, a job

3

The most obvious
tution--money--is ociigizﬁaf§§ ;22%?0
brushed off as ga "purely seconda m
honest recognition of the ecgnom§z mg
coming a prostitute, that it provides th
relation to a woman's skills, would ¢ '1e Dest pay in
the contempt with which society and tgl 1to Lt
cular, regard her, The peychoanalyt e law, in parti-
AeEioned 6. ooy alytic theories are
5n hg? job ese: :ftzg: the prostitute would continue
AR e A bay were poor because she is

The laws, of course, are : :
tionalizing this attitude toigidm;;EZtgiu;?igltuiv
state in America has detailed laws forbidding rosery
titution, the penalties ranging from $5 - $1'ogo a;d/
or 10 days to 5 years in jail. The sentences and fines
increase astronomically for subsequent arrests, In
many states, persons suspected of having VD can be
compelled to be examined, In New Jersey, any pros-
titute is automatically a "suspected person,” and no
statement or certificate of freedom from venereal di-
sease can ever be &ssued to her, even if she stops
being a prostitute.

In‘addition to exploitation by entrapment, the
prostitute is also very vulnerable to subtle pressures
(you can guess what kind) and other forms of blackmail
for protection, Liquor merchants and doctors give her
no choice but to deny or lie about her profession or
be indebted to their magnanimity in breaking the law
in her behalf, These extortions are, however, miniscule
in relation to her "debts" to the police. Since she
is 2 prime target for trumped-up charges of soliciting,
vagrancy, and public nuisance, prostitution is one of
the largest and oldest sources of police pay-offs in
western civilizationg

Many state laws make a distinction between the legal
status of the prostitute and that of her clients. The
selectivity of the laws against soliciting and public
nuisance condones the degrading and physically threat-
ening way in which men accost women (prostitutes as
well as non-prostitutes) but singles out the relatively
less offensive approaches of women and homosexuals for

to go into prosti-
ned, but usually

tivation,Y An

punishment., Whereas all states have statutes governing g
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Connec -
: te, only eight states (California,
:2:\:5?08:{::“&. Flgrida, Illinois, Ingligg.og‘g:;s,
and Wyoming) have anything to say abou et
participant. In those states, his pena SEns ig
from $10 - $500 fine and/or 20 g:¥2r22d5 yea

y ever .

jaii?.li:utothz gaL:' :;r;icheto do with class differences
7 ! Since most legislators come

g with sex differenceS.
;ro; middle and upper classes, they are much more often

rostitute as client rather than
Rl iuier, tor, or agent (of a house or

er, opera ’
;3bfi?p£1§§§3?rané tgus considgr the men in the former
role less culpable than those 1n the latter. The pimp,
procurer, operator, and agent are legislated against
far more séverely than the customer, and in some states
even more severely than the prostitute. However, the
number of arrests and convictions for these activities
is comparable to that of customers, not to that of

prostitutes.
ere are revealing class differences among prosti-
tutes themselves; call girls and women hired for con-

ventions make much more money and are far less likely
to come into contact with the law than streetwalkers,
bar and nightclub women and brothel workers, Part of
the reason for this is the greater visibility of the
lower class women, since they are in public places,
and the greater likelihood of their depending on:. >
prostitution as their sole support. (Most laws apply
only to prostitution as sole support.) They work more
hours to earn the same amount of money as a call girl
and they are more likely to be identified as solicitors,
vagrants, or public nuisances. Since they have less
education on the average than call girls, they cannot
secure the luxury of a "cover” (part-time/full-time
job in the “"straight” world as a voucher for respecta-
bility in case of arrest), If a woman is black, to
boot, she may as well give up, because the courts will
be laying for her, unless she“is willing to lay for them,

In spite of the unfairness of the laws and their
selective enforcement, there are very few young, liberal,
movement lawyers flocking to the prostitute's door for
the honor of defending her cause, although they may
seek out her company for other reasons,

Why does a woman take the risk of becoming a

§] prostitute? What it boils down to, perhaps, is not

that prostitution is a good pro
ing forty or mors hours a ..eé’k ;Z;;i;"g' f‘{‘éz that spend-
walls, stmnding at a filing cabinet or 'orkg‘s. scrubbing
factory are worse, For most prostitutes itl'ng in a
petween sucking cock and kissing ags it ti a choice
tute i8 2lways in demand because there are 1e prosti-
around who believe that men have aminnatela ways men
sexual drive that must be satisfied, The yrstigng

is paid to retate BuPerﬁci?llY/B\lbmissivell; (1):2 stute
one who derives a major part of his self-conc ome-
nis sexuality. ept from

SEXUALITY AS LEARNED BEHAVIOR

The traditional attitude toward male s
holds that “the average man patronizes przgitui:is.ve
through sheer necessity only. In other words, he seeks
solace with a prostitute when no other woman 'capable
or willing to satisfy his wants, is availabl:a."

The prostitutes customer consoles himself with "the
biological fact that man calls for sexual intercourse
almost as universally and regularly g8 he calls for
food and other necissities of life.”

Recently, however, the whole concept of male séXual
superiority on which prostitution rests has beem
challenged. Masters and Johnson were among the 1st
to explore women's sexual drives and to reveal the
hypocrisy of belittling female sexuality as a means
of keeping women inactive and monogamous, Other scien-
tists and sociologists are finding evidence for quest-
ioning the very instinctuality or innateness of the
sexual urge at all, For example, in summarizing both
socio-anthropological and biological evidence on
sexuality, two researchers at Ysle suggest that:
“Human sexual behavior is more variable and more
easily affected by learning and soc§a1 conditioning

than is that of any other species,””’ Two sociologists,

in an article on psychosexual development, claim that
they "re ject the unproven agssumptions that powerful
d biological attributes.

gﬁycho-exual drives are fixe

ey continue:

i part of the legacy of Freud is that we have 511
become remarkably adept at discovering sexual
elements in non-sexual behavior and symbolism. ]
What we suggest instead (following Kennéth B:ikz iﬂi
three-decade-old insight) is the reverse - a



sexual behavjor can piiten express and BETVE NORSEX-

1 motives it 2
Anyusoman can éhinx of many_pon_verbal mese:fﬁ:sl;ﬁgm
aggression, contempt, and gegé t;a;rfzﬁtrein "Sexy

re oht, s
her sexual Partner(s).puég it a8 explicitly as possibles

Instinct or Appetite” ) X
"Sexual appetfge, then, is a h=bit by which one has

learned to expect pleasurable ~rousal andt9r£asfnén
certain kinds of situations . . . The emotions

% S sexual -appetite -- tender-
imaginings that accompany I re inseparable
ness, shamg. aggression or whatever -- a

from it., " L]

The sexual revolution seems somehow oblivious to
all this, possibly because any damper to the ideal of
perpetual horniness would be interpreted as repressive
and unliberated. Furthermdre, considering sexusl drive
primarily as a matter of what one is used to or what
one considers to be the most Healthy state is heresy
to the cult of Freudianism,

With an understanding of women and men as equ-~l
sexual beings, the rationale for prostitution as a p
necessary evil has lost its underpinnings. -ﬂ%ewfuncﬁlon
of the prostitute then emerges somewhere betyeen unwit-
ting therapist and unwitting pawn. Her services as
Such are a palliative for bothethe system within
which she operates and the people with whom she degls.
FOOTNOTES
1. I have not notated the specific studies that reached

these conclusions because they are myriad a2nd found

in any book on prostitution, including books on

the sociology, lecal aspects, and history of

prostitution,

2« GoR. Scott, History of Prostitution (London:

Torchstream, 195L4) pp..36-37.

3. C.S. Ford and F.A. Beach, Patterns of Sexual

Behavior (London: Methuen, 1965) pp. 266-67

4 ansaction magazine, "Psychosexual Development"

March, 1969, pp. 10-12,

=18 %%%Oﬂg! Eroticism, Philip Nobile, ed., New ¥ork,
e frive

DYKES oON DANCING

We were interested in writin an ]
dancing because we both study gancea:iécéinzbout
gocial dance and modern dance an
our lives, important part of

As opposed to going to the bar
we go to the bar mainly to dance.toT:§§n§a°;o§°t§aiko
that a few beers don't help to loosen up the old jo;it
(and the tongue for that matter), After a week of t
talking, in meetings and out, it's a nice releage to
be doing something physiecal and non-verbal, Friday
night dancing serves an important function for us. It
is a cleaning out of sorts, a way to release pent-
up energy and frustrations, Danecing also is a
significant way of communicating.,
Pirst it can be a light, Pleasant way of showing
affection and friendship. Sometimes there are
sexual overtaones but they aren't necessarily
threatening--- just friendly. Second, there can be
.a real exchange within the dance itself, We've
noticed that the first dance is different from onee
later on. As the night goes on we feel looser and
less self-conscious--enabling us to concentrate on the
physical communication itself instead of on the way
we look or some such fool thing. Also, after dancing
with one person a lot you begin to dance together,
a8 opposed to just doing separate things without p
relating and reacting to what the other person is doing.
Youpick up on each other's cues. One person might
touch another in order to move her in a certain direc-
tion and she will pick up on that and move. Or one
person may start a particular movement like turnin%tor
jumping while the other person reacts by picking it up
or complementing it by some other movement. . LYo



ometimes
As with conversations, while dancing i :nd sometimes

like to communicate with one other perso
with a whole group. What might have b‘guntngg::ea in
person manipulating the other or as ”p:nt!eraction.
motion can end up as a really e;citing n

d the process is rt of the fun.
:nA norepporsonal r:non for our love of dancing has to

de of ourselves. Dance, like
do with a need to get outside et atins

ki o
playing an instrument or wor o:gand experiment with. In

ou something to concentrate
Zther words it allows you te lose yourself ahbi::‘.
You can get into the motion, play with the r ythms,

invent new shapes to make. In focus, it's unlike
other physicalpactivities, in ‘that the movements and
rhythms are an end in themselveg. Do you scrub a
“floor to make patterns of dirty water and soap suds,
to feel the repetitive motion of the mop or listen to
the sound it makes? Although that kind of sensual
involvement might make the job more fun, the point is
usually to get the damn floor clean.

Mental involvement aside, another point for dancing
is that it's good exercise. We can't count the Sat-
urday mornings we‘ve woken up to sore muscles and
smaghed toes,

Dancing is also a way to building self confidence,
& tool we, as women, can all use more of. Feeling

“free to move and communicate with people physically is

a step to feeling better about yourself.

Even though dancing can be a great thing, it seems
to be no accident that it's associated with bars.
Even when we're feeling goed it sure helps to be a
1ittle looped. It is in meny ways a shame that this
is true, but it's a logical outgrowth of some of the
more unfortuate aspecte of the fuzzy community social
dancing scene. First of all, we, as women, have been
socialized to believe that our bodies are imperfect
(a little too much here and too little there§ with
non-utilitarian structures. We were discouraged from
most outlets for our physical energy (hard physical
laber, sports, etc.) since puberty, Consequently
when we're faced head on with activity which puts
us direetly in touch with these bodies that in many
ways have become ourenemies we become self conscious
and insecure. We begin to observe our own behavior
like supercritieal enlookers., Was that movement
graceful, am § wmeking a fool of myself?

Also, dancing can get +4 w
T el P & stikk

because of its rather cleay rela+s -y Dusiness
- 1 4o elati :
The 1ine between any kind of Tiship to sexuality,

and sexuality is very fyuga. Physical commun; :

is compounded by tn:jfa:fzfi ,This lack of 2?§§§§§°“
ally been considered g 5,;;{:‘3“_43ncma has tradition-
is, of course, why in "’)'::;':‘vo?“ of f.Or"!?’l?W- This
it is at least frowned upon a'n;'i;{DSeXual cultures
dance with a2 member of your own 3;
means however that when you dance :.‘.,_n
with one other woman for s lonz‘éer}';i
a good deal of intensity that you ,\;f‘_
jump into bed with her. But this ging arild
physical communication can leaq to ; lo: ;nuense
signals and consequent freak-outs, Sex ol crossed

can make dancing a very up-tight exberin:‘ie p;}elssure
atmosphere in the bars seems to breed these ki 3
misunderstandings particularly if you want tou; e

e ance
with a woman who you don't have a clearly defined
relationship with,

Still, in spite of any tensions that misht exist
dancing as well as just about everything else in o;r
lives is better now than it has ever been. Both of
us came out pretty recently, within the last year,
Before we did, dancing was more of an ordeal than a
pleasure. Dancing with men meant waiting to be asked
and then getting pushed around the
dance floor., You'd be free from
these strong arm tactics if it
was a fast dance but you'd be face-

d with a kind of skills test in-
stead. Did you know the latest
step were you cool was your conduct
becoming of a lady (or a sex bomb
depending on the circumstances).
Also, dancing had to be done in
neat packages.of two., Always one
prenis per vagina, The junior high
social scene was enough to make
Anne quit dancing altogether till
she came out at 21, Carrie, part-
ially cause she was a little thick-
.headed and partially because she 52
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orth the shlit contin-
hysical expressiol ¥ We both found
N o thie ou;ietth;:rrfthsr unsavory environzent. hele0 differ;nt
Hawe v ngthat dancing with women wasfa ; gre free from
Zzzzverit's not perfect caUSeI:OHe o Bst W A% Woman
p1i terosexist culture. ’
:::r:légh;ugg heOur bodies are Btructur(e)gr igmzi:iigr
: on is common.
';328832 2:: ??:é:&giitin which we can Comiir::blg gXpreBs
gur individual identitieg_. Ougsw:ﬁ;h::dosr ronoutt}:s. o
es
sp(e):: :g:‘:l{h;:l;?-g?rygg rllappen to dance with either of

us some time, try to be a little understanding.hgsegot
pushed around by* men for sSo many ylearg :}lulatt;: e
little trouble remembering not to lea o

— anneé Car‘r‘ie
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POETRY ANTHOLOGY REVIEW:

“we are all leshjaps” :

One day I was sitting in our old '64 ¢ i t3
for my buddy, Kathy, to come out of a jobhgg;r:?t:{ng
I started to get bored, looked around the rather clut-
tered car for something to do -- ang noticed some
Moonstorm mail on the dashboard, Aha- something to
read, A pamphlet entitled "We Are All lesbi=ns” caught
my eye. I picked it up but was ready to put it down
after seeing it was a poetry anthology, Poetry -
mysterious meanings, words, places, references to things
I know nothing about, To me poetry is usually frustrat-
ing and boring because often I don't catch wh-t's being
said. But there was nothing else to do while I was
waiting for Kathy so I started to glance through the
anthology.

Hmm, I thought after reading Morgan Murielchild’s
poem "Dyke", We share some feelings on what it means
to be a dyke. I remember when I csme out I felt
really good- I too "ran acrosstown at four a.m, sing-
ing" as Morgan writes in the poem "Dyke." I also +
identify with her having learned to value her life as par
of being a dyke, I feel 1like I shared a lot with Morgen-
Just from reading a few words she'd written, Y



i tting serious

So I went on and on, chuckling, then ge
thinking and feeling about the experiences of the 40
some poems in the book.

Bb?ore I knew it, Kathy was back in the care .é gas
so excited about this particular anthology I decide
I must write something about it for'Moonstorm.. LR

Although the poems are varied, in Tength, in subj

in rhythm, there are two common elements which made
them so enjoyablee. 1 .

First the language of the poems 1S easily understood.
Within the span of a poem, the poetess has communicsted
something - not just to someone who has a huge vocab-
ulary or a knowledge of Greek mythology, but to women

a whole lot (like me),

who don't formally write or read :
Secondly, the poems are =11 written by lesbians about

women. It is really refreshing to read poems I can
identify with, poems that talk about the strength
that comes from being able to love women.

On the other hznd other peoms dealt with less
pleasant topics though just -s relevsnt to our lives as
lesbians, One poem "Wolf" is an sngry poem about a
woman learning to fight with knives so she won't be
as intimidated by men hanging around the streets,

Another poem talks of a relationship between two
women that is cut short because one of the women

“involved couldn®’t dezl with being gaye.

There are so few places we as lesbians can find
prose or poetry that speaks to our lives; it's
wonderful to find this collection of poems. It is
available from the: VIOLET PRESS P.O. Box 398, NYC L0009

-Sue
%Téym(

LESBIAN TIBE-

e
[R— LESBIAN TIDE s fominis, lesbian, morniy
. lotbben, mapatin published by
e Tide Colortar, & working coltectiys of essiaes who though the

LESSIAN TI0E

Subscriptions o et T ol s
b 20 opam forum of eachange for the mesens! lestan community.
Sa00n Eiuise The LESBIAN TIDE, i 5ddition 16 reportins the news 10 the community

PP oo # mrves. n sheo dedicated 10 reflecting the culture of thet community
of which it 4 part. The LESEIAN TIDE provides an apun forum for

mews. political snayisi, opunons, reviews, postry, bestures and personsl
hopes

Box 167
Station E somtroute 10 that sase of community xenity s imporians
Montreal H2T3A7 o o woman s o paicirty, of e
Canade Sabacriptions: §7.50/yeer (menthly), LESBIAN T
Western Ave. Room 202, Los Angeies, Ca. 80004 jeraa e

55 = k

o wit continve 4 prey

Sor /) 1A wome,
who smre/l Fherr emotions

barning and’ buabblys e,
7/ e/w,of?:?/ /r& Therr NeUALs 5Ty
o/mast premefure ofezry mfe/jmf/w/ bort o

¢ wrll conFimve Fo pragy Aoy
Fhe once foves /aC/ who

droppee Aer Feedngs
ona’ ren fowe s

farn IHhe 7oL 074)0
50 /v/4//'7 woulty sversbew The ,ﬂﬂ,,///j /af

ond’ spill on fhe pefhbors,
Fhey d’#f wouldi¥ agproe,

A onfy ¢ could/ be fhere

ond’ Furtr fhe stope @2

bring fhe ,@@v # a b/
o Safe "“’5” He socia/ fabs

IR aNtinsa dronty
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Rachael, you are the deam that comes
From the Almigh«l:\, sun- ‘300‘-
You are like morming dew on soft—
lip Petals
You are heaven sent, the one I've,
dreamed so much about,
You are love- my true love-
| Knew (€ .
The moment | saw yoy - Sat with you -
| Knew
| wanted to taste you- and let
Crperence the Joys dhat onl!# |
C&-A q‘vt ta %pu'

What more cam | say -
except-

il Come 16 me,

2 7, Clome Lor me,

/Q\ Come wrth me
A Come, -~

s C-AQW Ceme -

v Come, -
57

ST —

e il

To my Countml Women
o

A Radical Ppproach 4, Learming

Baek n £he old days &
T lecarned (the hart way) |
Hw 4o take care of Mysel$ ==
But 1n the Process
T forgot how To distinqush * W )\ = ~
My Friends From My ehemues
Next | learned the Maht lines
You Know - the onmes abaut loving and
slnrmz\ ahd Colleetin and CoMMUn M
AncL | Knew who | uns sufposed o trust
But i+ wasatt undil just +his pAst week
When | let You tread on m ‘\'ur\‘l-unj
And | feat the gentieness vith Which
You moved
| really understoock why | want
To s ™My Souwl.
My an&n.' Women and me —

Weire learning the basics | sty
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Z stanc 2F

72 awn'd S0 /
Ana/ s soniche
75 see My fonnds 7%,'/‘6

Zn e ‘vorch or
I He %:% i oF e river

Pt I Tee He warir skbiny &
B atownes 10//1/ ﬂ)/ 7

A Sunne/ of jfc/tzf 5 e moon
SHrean wandh Frozen [0S

The Incense P smow.

TAc cokl & @ stvil bire”

W% porbn
Borw of a /my{a:jv/ /wxﬂd/)

,Z'f.: A Fhe 2
e of fhese master wonren,

TSR a sz s 05w s

Pnd I Furn 1 o

7o }%( 7/@6/4/{/5:« i Kfﬂ

7 a chvas af /w/'r/ dreans —
£x/96{/3‘/ 7, - o

/77/ Hrar Thders jpyAke
o4r sie

Wﬁo/ﬂ Z can rever o,
THhe rver cnsumes me
Like @ shary of /fghh

by seCe me Fow 6‘/&//% -
Never Fhere gpan,
eoer there dF ol

7‘5‘ /3 Jo‘o/

ol J/oa/o/ ©row
77&/ Yhen we /%7‘ hcé
Z wonics #o n’/e /M

Ty 0000/&/)704)’

€85 1) 535S ILLES

my brealf
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THhe ewme/ of you
e pulsrve FArt

smALKIN § MY delcate oy
ya:/ Fhih Kk T 750 snell %o md

/77 &/74
/'/ foo 15 ssuff
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ﬁe //oa/ a/;/ f/e /',z’dl”é//
PILNING 17TIC 1 1eSE
A ow /;/acr ;
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A womawn's ToutH caN REALH ME TOWARD THE CENTER

OF my 50Uk
AAJD.ZMcﬁ L EARUED THAT 4VE BETWEEN WomeN

courd BE ng BeAUTI FUL,
T xwEw I NEVER ToRGET /T

Ao T HWOW How MUEH T LoV Fok A DEEP
CLOSENESS WITH ANOTHER womaN

hep Booy, MIND, AND SOUL

ZM ALL HeR FEELINGS AND MooDS.

T Kwow How MmueH I WANT To Geow

N AoViNG A WOMAN

JN BEING ABLE 70 LOVE

A CUSHION F0£ HER HERD

A Home Fok HER EMOTIONS

I so LoN§ 70 BE LoveD By A womAN

TO NEED HER ... TO HAVE HeR NEED ME
7o TAKE THE LOVE SHE GIVES AUD THEN GIVE MORE

2’,32’2?’6 AND HOLDING HAWDS
C&ES v TWO

= ; BREASTS
ToucH 1M§

A BALAYLE
UNION

TWO womeN GIVING LovE
BEING LoVED
Beibvg  Lovep

THAT 15 WHAT I [oNG Fop
C’/ﬂﬁ/'a_

HHHOAY FOR 1A

#or Prin’ri:‘% this (ssue

(wiﬂ\ some help with 0’\'*1
Q__E)_:_S_ hand. 3000\ “3"*)0‘-

Moonstorm 1s & le<ian-Cominist
Dullicakion Connecked with [esbion
\\uncg» tn . Ms(y'n? s Pri?u
e\ 0 months ¢ Ovr less
%ﬁj—%\\bwh\j qrovp ok d\.,m:‘j

Anwylareie, Diana, Disne, Jamice, Kalyro, - 5
it Bt Stemy 0
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