Mapping LGBTQ St. Louis

Additional Information Sheet

Location:

Burger Chef parking lot

Additional Information:

One particularly important encounter between the police and patrons of the Grand and Olive bars took
place on Halloween night, 1969. Police arrested a group of nine young people dressed in women’s clothes
as they exited the Onyx Room. At the time, “masquerading” or dressing in the clothes of the opposite sex
was prohibited by a municipal ordinance. The Mandrake Society (a gay rights group founded in the
Central West End the previous April) sprang into action that night. Spreading word of the incident by
phone, members of the Mandrake Society and other supporters gathered at police headquarters downtown
and demanded that those arrested be released. This is the first known public protest by gay activists in the
history of St. Louis. The Mandrake Society assisted with bail, then hired a lawyer who later convinced a
judge to drop the charges. This was a crucial early victory for the local gay and leshian rights movement
and contributed to a flowering of LGBTQ activism in St. Louis in the 1970s.

For additional history see:

Humphreys, Laud. Out of the Closets: The Sociology of Homosexual Liberation. (Englewood Cliffs, N.J.,
Prentice-Hall, 1972)

City of St. Louis Metropolitan Police Report 11-01-1969
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Vice Divigion and there photographed in their attire by Det, Hobertson
with & Department Poloroid Camara using color photos, The subjects ware

then conveyed to the Pr
fellows;
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isonexr Processing Division and there booked as

//f/ negro, male, 18 yearaz of age, born
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in Migsourd e, borter,
residing at

o
of

whitaLgmale, 20 years of age, born

1=10~49, in Misdsourl, single, Salesman,
residing « v VNG, Webster Groves,
Missouri,

0, male, 23 years of age, born
5, H1nois aingle, unemployed,

” residing

LT T T TR PRIt Macie
G n Illnois, single, cler
residing ot WNENENERY Quincy, T1l.

white, male, 22 years of age, born
57l dn 1

ndiana, single, atudent,
Posiding ot CEENEMMNAREEND Menohis, Tenn,

white, male, 24 years of age, born
7945, in & bu

in Illneis, s ingle, buysr,
residing o NN

white, male, 25 years of age, born

12=29~43, in Missouri, single, salesman,
rewiding '« WM

white, male, 20 years of age, born
12.19=48, in Kantuckil ainilol iiiorar,
residing at

whitoa5maln, 24, pears of age, born

w] Belp5, in single, unemployed
Z.ua.dzné at Mﬁ-om, Towa

BOOKED: MASQUERADING
Returnable in City Court # 1 on 12-2u69

The above arrests werd effected after Det., Hobertson and Officer
George were approached in front of about 3500 Olive by saveral males and
fomales ‘who stated to the Ufficers that asveral females wers fighting
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were standing on the sidewalk and were causing a small croud to gather,

At this time Det, Robertson and Officer George properly ldentified themsslves
a3 Police Officers and they than atopped pushing each other and ¢ 8 ran
to ague with each other, The Officers then overhsard the subject

to say to the other subjects, "You can just heep your hands out v
friends pants®, Another of the subjscts, the Officers not being sure of
which one, said to another subject, "you get ypur own boy friend and leave
mine alone”, At this time the Officers through thelr own observations
thought that several of the subjects possibly were males dressed as females,
At this time Det, Robertson used the car radio and convacted the obher
Offivers who cams to the scenes and assisted. The subjects were then

asked t 0 produce some identification and all of the subjects after showing
proper identification, were ascertained by the Officers to be maled,

At this tilme the subjects wers placed under arrest charged MASQUERADING.

The subjects as listed in mumerical order on page 2 of this report wore
dressed as followss -

# 1 N_——— Light Lrown [emele wig, purple mind skiny, leliale
type shoes, and white o1l bottom pants

# 2 ) Blonde female wig, Eurpla dress, and Silver Colorsd
Nylon hose, silver high heeled }adies shoes

# 3 Blonde ladies wig, multi colored ladies blouse
black mind skirt, nylon hose, panty hoss, blac

ladies high heeled shoea

# V- Plonde ladies wigh white ladies blouse, black sweater
black ladies skir nilon hose, 1adiaa'gird1n, and !
ae

black ladies high ed shoes

# s .y Blonde ladies wig, ladies full length green dreas,
yellow nylon hose, brown shoes

# G Brown ladiss wig, silver ladies mini dress wAth &

fur ring @ound the bottom, ladies black nylon hose,
ladies black high heeled shoes, wearing a ladles

necklace osround his neck

—_— Blonde ladbes wig, Lladies ankle length vwhive evening
4 gown type dreaa,giadioa black nylon hose, ladies
vhite K:Lgh heeled shoes.

¢ Black ladies wig, lediex full length evening gown

i / “blue in color, %&dies full length glo¥es whlte 1

: : ledies black nylon hose, ladies white high hee #d

g'. shoes

& Blonde ladies wig, Ladiea white fur stoll, ladies
# o Cfall length grean'waning gown, ladlies black nylon

adies white high heeled shoes -
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Tt 1s further mported hat 4ll of the above subjects were wearing

F ,
& ladies earings, and that they were carrying 1 dies purges,y Further that
= all of the subjacb with t he exception of # ,H, were wearing
! ladiss under garments beneath thekr clothinge
All of the subjecta wers advised of thelr rights by Det. Rober
in the pregence of Officers Hyila and George and the subject # 6
walved his rights and made the following statement to the Officers;
"Y have been going to the places in that block(3500) of Olive because on
Hallowesre we get to dress like women, whioh I love %o dress like, and that
in this part of the cib{ all the swilows arwm we can have fun
together without t he Police bobherinﬁ us', was thenasked by the
Officers what he mbant by "Gay" and a hated, "I mean homogsexual”, At this time
} wag a sked if any of the obher mbjects were homesexaul and he replied
Supre they all are, and I ¢&n assure you of that."
. A1l of the other mubjectes refused to make uny stutenant to tha Officer,
The subject when advised of thelr rights were done ¢ accoradng te
Department form 200-1%
Bureau of records was contacted who stated o wanted on any of the
subjecte and prior records indicated on embjochsb None of
the other subjects had any record per this department.
Warrant infermation will be sought at the Offioce of the Cilty
Counselor later this A.ils by Det. Robertsons
The afors mentioned Poloreid photographs are beianr held as svedencs.
Further regort‘ the subjects weras conveyed to the Vice Division in crusier
L9 operated by Patine James Macom DN 5320.
Ruspgs'éﬁé‘q}ly,
N _‘." " --h.“"j !
«‘ )( ﬂzta'w.uf /jf:m.,:{[{
v Dats Lte Edwin Roth DSN 1949
' ) Commander Vics Division
i wesChiefl Fald Operations oy
b comCapt Thomas Moram //{L’"" ¢/
: cowCormander Distrioet 9
; corIntelligence Section
i cowCrime Analysia
eo-Tdentification Section (9}
I cosdorality Section
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