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COLLECTIVE ARTICLE

For vears gay bars have been the most acce- |
‘A |

ssible places u'lu.*rt_" leshians could mecet other lesbians. And "
ilw only place where many isolated gay women could feel ett er t 0 Ed I t 0 r

<omething akin to a leshian community. In the bars, we are
; ' » | _ .
|- straight people are the outsiders. ‘

the ones who are nntr["n[l‘;t e . | v |
The storm stall feels that taking d closer look at these _ ——
tlr];::li:[\iI:})::;lﬁlti‘ﬁl)ian hangouts will help up to understand our mf troubles me about MOONSTOR is the sense that it's closed, o,
jesbian heritage. that 1t's not open to differemces of opinion, attitude, e®c.°= - e
CSDI 5 that it doesn't really seek an open dialogue with the rest of the i
So this issue of Moonstorm and the next are de- lesbian community., I have no real pr9f of this; it's Just a “"‘"’“"“'
voted primarily to the bars. We thoueht the best place to feeling I have from reading the magazine and talking to people. e
Lo s to talk about our own [eelings and cxperiences with When I read it, everything sounds alike to me, There's a Xone-
the bars. So for several hours one evening we discussed whua lessness, a lack of spirit and vitality, a lack of intellectual
‘he bars meant to us. Despite all the negative attitudes we and emotional excitement, And by this I don't mean a lack of | S
expressed in the Corner Bars article 1n the last 1ssue, we do -®professionalism," for I know that's a loaded word to many peo- ""
have alot of postive feelings towards the bars. All of us go to ple. And I don't urge professionalism--whatever that 18, What e
bars occasionally and some uof us regualrly. We've talké:zl, I do urge 1s a sense of joy in the writing, & sense of seeking ——
and openness, a commitment to exploring issues of concerm to e

drank, and danced together there. What we decided was
that we could not come up with a collective statement
about the bars that would be more speclic. So we’ve
decided to write individual articles about our experiences.
’ [f 'you read through this issuc you can get an

. A s > 2 3 = |
i—; ea ({Emnous women'’s impressions and [eclings about the
Jdr. \‘omen s feelings or experiences about the bars are
encouraged and welcomed for our next issue.

the lesbian community, a real desire--felt in the pages of the
simply stated on p. l==that you want dialogue e

magazine, not
from all segmentsof our varied group, that you encourage differ- 2
n't incompatible~--1in T .

ences as well as togetherness, The two are ”
fact, I would argue that the #irst is necessary if the second 18 S

to be more than a kind of group sleep=-walking,
This is not a wholesale condemnation of MOONSTORM. It's

merely a wish that it could become even more for all of us than
it is. And the wish is expressed 1n a spirit of love, not anger

or resentment.

One of the important things MOONSTORM does for me is open a
feeling of sharing feelings and knowledge. MOONSTORM helps me
to acknowledge emo tional needs that most heterosexual people 1
am around won't acknowledgee. Tt encourages me to be myself{-=-all

myself.
At the same time I, too, feel a ®fonelessness" in the mag-

| azine. I, too, have sensed a trace of a lack of "joy in the

| writing, a sense of seeking and openness, & comnitment to ex-

| ploring 1ssues of concern to the lesbian community." I attri-
bute this recurring tone in our magazine not to a closed group

of people Who have found their happy niche and feel everyone

_i% elge's is irrelevant, but I attribute it to a negative feeling
| 3




{mes understandably believe: people ape
» our rights=-or, in this case, rom
plore ani express ourselves in m_
100}{’ we may end up mttinp

our lesbian community-=both who are
ipe and wWho are reading our magazine tq

¢ that our magazine is new--that the people who have foypg
ac:;; o Pt 1t together feel inadequate to encourage and tg
en

flect the growth that 1
all writers who can re 8 roin
stimulate 1t is with the hope of stimulatin, :nu::nc‘e8

cmunith
on i:]_z::ed yriters that we wanted the above letter to be
unpu courage to express your feellngs and it

printed- It ms .
takes energy to interreact with people's responses. Agreeing
we must exercise our right to grow with each

or disagreelng,
K ¢

other,

I sit here at my kitchen table rereading

your letter and old Moonstorms, trying to

understand your critisms. I feel like we

have stated and encouraged may times 1n ar-

ticles that we are definitely open to all

women-that the direction of Moonstorm depe-

nds largely on what material we receive from

the community, So far we have mainly received

g:g:rg. I jc:hmk more of an effort could be

o ri;hfen :ut and talk to women about writing,

e Tour grizg are limited in our energy and

e feeliBmB'Of NMoonstorm leaves me with

Y An o kn:g' cause it 1s vague and gene-

B e vt car: w}t;ere 1':0 take 1t., You imply

8 1t,. Putting the about:it or the women who re-

work, which people magazine together is a lot of

al committment to hcontlnue because of an emotlon-

tion among women wa‘le some means for communicas-

Seeking fame fgr'thmpen the staff are not paid or

18 To survive angd ;11' contributions, If Moonstorm

LYy way we can, Theg ow,'w? must support 1t 1in eve-

limited, The ¢ possibilities for grwth are un-

‘how much actual limitg that 1 1 f

1% much energy we on tp at exits come from

¥ill contp: i e staff and other women

or o verms of time, energy, and
Diana, Sunshine, Sue

what’s
your

story

One Thursday evening four friends from lLesblan
Alliance and I sat around a table at P.K."s, a pre-
dominantly lesbian bar in East St. Louls, talking
with Phillis Kitchen, the owner of the bar, ¥e cCo-
vered a lot of topics and had a pretty good time,
But due to the lack of a tape recorder and quite
a few beers I'm afraid I can't present the conver-
gsation verbatim, What follows, instead, are soae
of my impressions of the interview,

Pi I read the article you had in the last lasue
of Moonstorm about bars and I don't agree with
it. (said pleasantly) I don't think women come
to taverns to start relationships. I mean 1've
never started any of mine in a tavern, 1 go to

13ttt

a tavern to have fun, drink a i1ittle, have a
good time,

Mes Yea, I think that last article was pretty
negative. I think we were trying to make a
point about the limitations of bars-but we
didn't say enough about why we do all go to
bars. I mean the four of us who wrote the
article are often here every weekend,

Qs Give us a little history of this place and what
you were doing before you bought P.X.'s,

P I used to work at Carter Carburetor. I worked
there for a long time, But then 1 knew the woman
who was selling this place. My mother loaned me
the money and I bought it, I wanted to make the

place a place where my friends and I and other
gay people could be comfortable, Basically I

make enough money to cover my bills and have

AN INTERVIEW WITH

PHYLLIS WITCHEN
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Yeoa, It'S

some pocket noney left over. I don't expe
much more than that, It costs me $2500 pgrcr?;
] . overhead. Then there's taxes-about g?gg

We Bear you've bought a new place.
down the block. It's blgger than

this place. 1 haven't decided what to do wit
this place yet-maybe turn it into a coffee SE

or let the guys take it over for drag shows op
don't know yet, but the new place should be.opén

by August 1ste.
How do you feel about the kinds of people who

come into P.K.'s?
I think it's important thatl gay people don't
get hassled here. I'11 tell straight guys and
couples that we're having a private party-
unless I know them. I know that the coffee-
house is an all woman thing. That's o.k but
| c:.lon't really understand 1t. I have a iét gf
friends who are gay guys. I feel comfortable
around them and I don't see any reason to ke
them out of this tavern. Personally strai htep
men around don't bother me either. If tha%'s
how ’fhey get their kicks, that's their problem
But }f any girls get hassled by some strange ;
2:11';1 ;?dhege let me know right away and I°'ll
L. thag them. I won't let some guy get away
e A alloiu:; to keep things quiet. I also
Pl ‘ty drugs or prostitution in this
e yioollitn ?t care if it goes on out on the
B T c?:tf?rs how the public sees this
I Yoo oc ap ;caged enough with this place
gay bar. Who needs prostitution

and drugs?
gs? One thing I don't like that some girls

do i : :
i Enngesiif\;rlFe on the walls in the john.
that's noyo uff like "lesbians unite,” T think
Have there igiﬁ' Why destroy the pla;e.
gwiled P K."a? many legal problems since you've
0T really, o
the fact iha:etﬁerlodlcally get questioned aboutl
a law about barsehwa}ls are solid brick. There"s
Ih order 1o wicihy . toE to have glass windows
told the polic:lble from the street. But I've
that unless they're willing to

Qe

Qe

protect this place from people breaking 1in

through the glass, the brick 1is going To
stay there., AlsO, the owner of the Bull, the
gay guys bar down the street, and I spli?

the cogt of hiring two off-duty policeman TO
patrol the area every ten minutes on weekends.

There hasn't been a lot of problems,
How do you get along with the owners of otner

gay bars?

Pretty good., There's

not really alot of compet-
+ion between us. Like

the owner of the Bull,

down the street, 18 buy=-

ing the shirtis for the
vageball team from here.
He's just a nice guys One
thing I don't like much 18
when gay bars arec owned DY
straight men-or a place like
the side door where gay people
are kept out of the gstraight
bar downstairs, but straights
can go into the gay bpar pretty

easily. That got me angrye :
To get more personal, how and when did you

come out?
ian when 1 was about
+ to do about , T

So, I didn't come€ out until 1 was 21 . I haa tO
wait untill 1 was old enough to g0 to the bars.
My family's known 211 along about me being gaye.
1 used to date boys 2 1ot and then when I turn-
ed 21 I suddenly stopped. 1t was pretty obvious,
Also, I used to get1dressed up now and then=-you




ike a tough dyke. One day my mother

g down the stairs and said "look

] s sWeld, 1 .thought
. You look l1ike a boy . . o
:‘;oﬂ:uit and decided for me€ to dress 1_}}(3 o

nan was like sayl '
I didn't need to

it anymoree.
@3, You memtioned before

you had a lot oI good
friends who were gay
men. DO you feel you
have a lot in common
with them?

I think homosexuals
shoud stick together.

I think we all have
something in common.

But I also feel like

gay guys and girls are
real different when 1t
comes to relationships
and sexuality. Like when
you look at the taverns.,
Gay guystend to party
alots They're good bus-

iness and pretty dependable. Wheter they have

a lover or not, gay men often go to bars, drink
a lot, and pick up somebody., Lesbians, on the
other hand, often get into a relationship

and stay home. They seem to have better rela-

tionships. As a bar owner its not so great,
but somehow the way the girls relate makes more
sense to me,

What do you think about gay liberation in gen-
eral? '

I think it's an important thing. 1 feel like
gay people should feel good about belng gay.

THE WOMAN BEHIND PK'S

A while back I helped try to organized a Gay
Pride Week. But people didn't seem real inter-
ested, I think a lot of gay people are worried
about being that public, But I think it's great
the way young women are coming out. Now it®s not
unusual to see two girls with long hair together
and I really think that's great, 1 went back

to my high school recently and saw these Two
oirls walking down the halls holding hands.

I wish it had been like that when I went To
school. Being that open and comfortable about
being a lesbian makes it easier for the older
lesbians, too,

What do you think about Lesblan Alliance?

I like what you're doing. At least what 1 know
of it, But I think a lot of the girls who come
here don't know what you are about, You don't
seem to like the bars, yet you come here all
the time. And some people have the idea Irom
the way you look and dress that you are sort
of riff-raff-if you know what I mean. I don't
really think appearances matter that much, 1t
would probably be good to have some get toget-
er where you can explain what your group is about,
If you want to you can do it here-some Sunday

afternoon-1'11 provide the food.

53 That sounds great!




DYKES FIND
A NEW HOME

Two years ago a fledging Lesbian Alliance found
a home for it's coffeehouse and business meetings

in a Soulard back alley apartment.

Since, these early days the group grew in both
number and activities, untill the litt]le Soulard
apartment was bursting at the seams. The search

| began for a new home in Nov., but no one wanted
| a group of homeless Lesbians, Finally, in March
our_search was ended, and a bu ]
Louis became our home., Now after m
up the joint, the building is jump
activities and lots of new Btuft,
The new place was an o014 bar,

8tairs. The bar room '
_ . provides lot
gg;d:gngight goﬁ‘eehouse. There®s plenty of room
ng, talking, as ]
music, and filmg, Wg'alsowell o rlavine

Just got a pj

: Yy Friday night
. Frldgy. Aug., 30, a talent
veryone is éncouraged to

in August ang Septemb
show ig being heill)d. Eve
perform thejy

r : -
comb playing Secret talent, bird calls, ta

: ete,
ing 1n the télent S L0 esn

night, contact Jan; geied e paminig dny FPL,

where women share their skills and interest, rap
groups where women talk about their lives and
interests, regular movies at the center, softball
games on Sunday afternoons, and soon other sports

and gamess Some ideas for workshops are s yoga,
photography, music, carpentary, communication skills,
movement improvisations, electricity, auto mechanics
and more, Anyone interested contact Anne at:

- 1=-327-4285, 1In 2 weeks a schedule of these activities
"wlll be posted at the Lesbian Alliance Center,

The new bullding also provides a permanent
working space for Moonstorm. In order for MS to
truly reflect the interest of the St. Louis Lesbian
community, articles, letters and poems from all
women are needed, The staff is at the center Monday
nights from 8:00pm to 103130pm, Call 664-7249 or
writes P.0, Box 4201, Tower Grove Station, St. Louis.

The legal group's office is also in the new
building. This group takes care of the legal business
of Lesblan Alliance and helps to serve the legal needs_
of women in the community. It does this through
researching and making information available about
our rights as women and lesbians. A pamphlet
they put together called Homophile Community and
the lLaw, has been availlable at bookstores, bars and
women's events in the area for almost a year now.
Also this group has information about legal resources
in the area. People from the legal group can also
be contacted at the center and the group is open to
any women interested.,

The busliness meetings take place on Sunday at
6 pm. They concern themselves with the maintenance
of the building, and the coordination of all its
activities and also provides a place for wemen-:
to discuss issues that affect ms all. The meetings
are open to all women,

To find out about all LA activities the phone
number at the center is 664-7249 and the P.,0. box #

iss P.). Box#4201, Tower Grove Station, St. Louis.

=50




BOOGIE PLACES

now and then

My first experience with gay bars was in Jan-
uary, 1971, I was a sociology student then and mar-
ried to a man. This bar was the same bar people go
to now around St. Louis, but the name was different.
At that time, 1t was called the "Refugee", I remem-
ber belng impressed with the appropriateness of the
name, And, from my safe straight 1life, I decided a
lesbian bar would be a great topic for a sociology
paper on deviance,

S0, I took with me to the bar on a Saturday
night, a "straight" woman friend of mine whom I had
been sleeping with for about a year. We were both

real closet cases. Anyway, we went there to check
out the natives,

I didn't know anything about homosexuals or
lesblans, so I looked up homosexual in the dictionary
and found thls definition: for lesbian I found that
the word originated from an island on ancient Greece
on which lived a talented poetess who enjoyed sexual
pleasures with women and who also wrote poetry for
and about women. Her name was Sappho and she lived on
the 1sland of Lesbos,

The gay bar is on another island, however, the
slums, And, since that time, I have noted in other
cities that lesbians bars are tucked-away in the
most dangerous and crime-ridden areas of cities,
But still, lesbians go to them to experience each
other and to know that there are others like: them-
selves, like me, This lends credence, I think to
our powerful need for each other and for sisterhood
experiences.,

Anyway, it wasn't really necessary to visit any
other bar as there were none for lesbians. Argh,

no alternatives!
Looking back, I can see that the first thing I
noticed about the bar in 1971 was the two main soc-

'3
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: oles acted out in the bars that of
The lines were really drawn then,
i.e., the activity of seeing some-

cruising '
gizoéhere your:re attracted to and attempting to

| ] to interest
+ch eyes with your own 1n order
giem inygetting to know you, was blatant. Oh wel],
"better blatant than latent.”™ Anyway, 1 caught
on that there was definitely predator and prey in

the bar. I was supposed to be prey because my

hair was long. : :
After I met Bonnie and began To go into my

gay crisis, i.e., feeling absolutely
distinct from the straight world and
go very "different"” and at the same
time deliriously happy, I needed the
bar people to really know that I
wasn't the only person who was a
dyke, I found, however, that these
people did not trust one another,
that they related to one"another by
their clothes, by whether they were
butch or fem, some of them by how
tough they were and if they conform- {
ed in dance-style., And, it seemed ’
as though a lot of people were /
confused about their roles and
cenfused about the game of prec-
ator and prey. This game is still
observable at the bar, The rela-
tionships seemed so superficial
and if people were not lovers with
oné another, many relationships

weére not carried out of the bar settin ]
: _ ‘ g. Distrust
::s eévident and intensified by the straight people,
pecially the men who come to see the freak show.

"Don't lesbians : i
I asked myself." their own bars for themselves,

I knew these were sy
pposed to be m eople
but were they? Bonnie and I were getting z wﬁole

lot of hostility from people because we both looked

ze:;ugrlleogg 33;2,?13}} weé were followed to our car by
They taunted us wi O Wére very into the tough roles.

th a "goodnight ladies." I knew

'
7
e |
c w5

BU{'-L\\ o v::..mme. :P

| — ._._-.:. =i " -‘m_‘.-' - =

then 1 had to cut my hair, so I did. Conformity was

- the name of the game inside the bar. And, 1t was the

only game in town. So, I tried to look like a butch.
After giving up having anything in common with

any other gay women, other than being gay, the coffee-

house women happened and the Lesbian Alliance. Like
splashes of new color a new kind of chemistry visit-
ed the bar, And, for me, lesbians came out of the
cave, Having long since gone native, I welcomed this
with open arms. About the new color, women began
saying, "“ignore the roles" game, it's bullshit,
dance the way you feel, own your own movements, and
don't depend on black-light images in a bar for your
womanhood,"

Then why the bar? Consclousness-raising 1s not
an acitivity found often at the bar, except perhaps
for the few straights who recognize women really
gcetting into one another in a physical way. That's
it! Lesbians can be physical with one another there.,
They can be sexual, not necessarily 1n a sexual way.
And, we can be open about being gay within the bar
setting. The bar serves as a place for gay women to
meet other gay women. It isn't ideal and now because
of the coffeehouse, it isn't the only alternative
but sometimes it allows dykes to block out to some
extent the straight world and to see a loi of women

who are into one another, It has an anonymity.
lly, the women who go only to the bar will join

Lesbian Alliance and join in giving each other the

community support I need and you must need.
Billie
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Dr. DYKE
SUMMERTIME HINTS

to handle poison ivy and poison oak
is ggekzzstw::'z it looks like and stay away from 1t%
The plants are somewhat hard to spot because They vary
80 much 1in size, color, texture, and location, They
are found as erect woody shrubs growing close to the
ground and as woody vines clinging to trees. They oTow
everywhere--in the shade, in rnois:t, humus soil asg well
a8 on sunny hillsides in sandy soil. The leaves are
composed of 3 smooth leaflets. and the stems ang twigs
are thornless. Individual leaves can be from 4 to 14
inches long,and each leaflet may measure 2 to 7 inches
in length and 3 in. wide, They may be stiff and lea-
thery or paper thin. The leaflets may be Smooth tooth-
ed or have wavy edges. In midsummer they are a Shiny
deep-green, in Spring and fall reddish. The seeds
and flowers are whittish and shiny and grow in clust-
érs above the juncture of the leaf and stem, Poison

oak has all these characteristics, but the leaflets
are invariably notched,

The irritant is present in
almost all parts of the plant

and is most pungent in the
8pring, decreasing Steadily

through the Summer, Direct or .
indirect contact (from clothes, 2

line soap (felsnaptha 18 one) immediately after exposure
JOU can prevent irritation. After you have it, calomine
: the itching, but stronger

sometimes necessary. You
should avoid touching vourselfs with affected areas to
keep 1t from Spreading, Sometimes dry cleaning is
necessary to get it out of your clothes,

prescription drugs are

Summertime Hinta

KEEPING CooL

Run wrists or feet under cold water,

It makes your
whole body feel cooler .

¢« « Tor a minute,

Contrary to popuiar pelief, a hot Sshower is better than
a cold one, The heat geems8 less hot afterwards,

Loose light colored clothes are better than tight dark
ornes.,

When you're really hot, open up a fire hydrant and jump

through the water, Occasionally the police department
opens them for you.

Wear a wet bandana on your head,
Cut your hair,

BUGS

Meat tenderizer is good for mosquito bites. It breaks
down the proteins, which is what mosquito poison is

If you make a sachet of sulphur and carry it on you it
will keep ticks away,
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_ the villainsg g3

k a hot match on 8s.
To remove tiCKjEils;;gk T TP 1% doesn:t, try tweezem.
Sometimes it W n*t do any harm. There 18 a tick in Mg,

B};iMr?s;i:igk;oga'b!ountain fever.” Symptoms are a feverp
C
;gdass ftching, g0 to a doctore.

_ f, Rub salt on them ang
Don't try to pull leeches of

they'll stop hanging one.
Rubbing alcohol keeps chigger bites from itching,

Take a bath in felsnaptha soap before spending time
outside. It helps keeps bugs away.

Cigarette or fire smoke also wards off bugs.

. inger hag its poison sack attached to_it
gnge:cfssfigg a hypodermic needle. The longer it stays
in, the more poison gets pumped into‘you. SOo=-=brush it
out as soon as possible after the sting. Dab on
some honey, mud, amonia, or a soda and water mixture to

~ alleviate pain.

Eucalyptus and pennyroyal oils are natural insect repel
lents.,

CAMPING

Keep canteen covers wet to keep drink cold.

Sneakers are very useful for wading in the rocky rivers
6f Miﬂsourril

Hang your food from a tree if you don't want the rac-
coons to get it,

Tarps are a good thing to have for sitting and sleeping
on, tying food in a tree, getting under when it rains.

For diarrhea eat a little burnt food.

Carla says from her experience that i1f a skunk stamps
1ts feet, its going to Spray. This i8 not a doc-
ument of fact as far as we Know,

Ssmall fires are more efficlient,

use less wood, and are
less dangerous than big ones,

1T you forget a toothbrush, eat an apple or an orange,

m—““

THINGS YOU CAN DO TO CONSOLIDATE YOUR CAMPING GEAR:

Use salt instead of toothpaste,

Mix powdered milk with granola or other cereal before

you leave, All you have to do is mix in water for a
regular bowl of full or cereal,

Bring a natural foods book and hunt for your food instead
of carrying it.

Wash frying pans with gravel or sand and you won't
need to bring soap and washclothes.

WHILE HIKING

Don®*t sit down to rest unless you plan to sit for a

long time, 1It's better to just stop and lean over for
a minute. You won't get ags fatigued as fast.

Also don't take big drinks while hiking unless you plan
to rest for a while, Just swish some water around in

your mouth and spit it out, This will keep you from
getting sick to your stomach,

Drinking very cold water on a hot day can give you
stomach cramps.,

To purify water boil for 5 minutes. Pour back and
forth between two containers. Boiling kills bacteria

and pouring puts back air in the water keeping it
from tasting flat,
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T was alonej Aown , N4 dapres,se,d
ou came. bold but ot Jou mde me
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There is that sadness that comes tO your eyes
only when I talk of leaving;

a sadness S0 heavy

it could bend the trees,
I rock you in my arms, like the child that you are

for it is the child in your soul
that first made me love you.
I whisper to you

of beginnings and growing,
you weep to me of endings to come,

I should leave you,

I know,
You think I am essential.

. _ a fLessher - VUL Wy modt raluskte Y.
But the sorrow in your eyes L Awe, v ﬁ-b\ WL L M. )deu,)/.edsg_ 1247 s 3004,

would strike much too deeply;

» 1ike a knife in my heart,
- I'm not sure I could live past the pain.

fou, who took me to the sunrise;

and though I showed you the colours,
you think that you need me

to 8ee them again.

You, with the brilliance of Venus,
you will find your own way.

You confuse loving with me;

that is your only mistake,

I will leave you,
I know,
You think I am essential,

Kalyna L
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er, my friend c

You don't want a lovel
gainst the pain

You want & cushion a

of insecuritye
You feed off each other, a8

the most deadly naturee.

Yyou want to be only with her,

and so it shall Dbej;

for when you turn around

there will be no On€ left.

We watch from the shadows,
those of ugfyou'&i&t{cllled'fiibnﬂs3
discarded now as refuse to make room
for your 2]1-encompassing 1ovee.

You are restless when alone now;

you can find no comfort in yourself.,

You cling to her, for you can no longer seeé
beyond the corners of her universe.
Blinded you arej dazzled by the promise

of mutual sympathy.
Stand aside, my friend, while you still

have the strength;
touch the discontent that simmers

inside you.

Now, my friend.

Now, before your love collapses around you

and you find yourself

in a thousand shattered pleces

for the wind to scatter at will
| Kalyna L

parasites of
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;-«hiﬁﬁmgip;ggm¢ﬁae, the women who came to Caesars unconsciously knew
they were on the right track in loving women. And coming to Caesars

I really don't know what to say about the bar Little Caesars,-
just thinking about it orings back all kinds of memories., You se;
Caesars was this gay bar that up to about two years ago was the :
only Black gay bar in the city, but Caesars was more than a bar -
it was a party. That party atmosphere is the thing I remember most
about Caesars. Il1've been to other gay bars, but none of them

seem to have the same I'm-here-to have-a=-good-tiime atmosphere.

When you came to Caesars you didn't come to talk politics, you
didn't really come there to meet a new lover; when you came 10O

. Caesars you were there to have a good time, You were ready to

"SBt dom"t

Two things made Caesars - the women who went there, and Bobbi,
the woman who played the records, Bobbi was and 1s something else,
She could control the whole feeling of the place just by the kinds
of records she played. Bobbi would say something like "Everyone
here seems to be feeling really funky. I guess I better get down
and play some blues." But Bobbie was only half of Caesars, the
women themselves were the other half, There was Alice who always
wore a blond wigy Gigi, pretty Gigl, who looked like she stepped

off the cover of Vogue; Jerrie, who was shot in the back; and Jenny

who went to jail trying to keep Gigi in the pretty things that
she liked,

I don't know, maybe there was sadness in Caesars, but it didn't

come from the fact that the women were lesblans and felt oppressed
by their lesbianism. No, the sadness in Caesars probably came

from the fact that the women knew they had problems in their lives

that were far worse than beling a jesbian., In fact, being a les=-
bian was one of the good things about thelr lives. Maybe that is

"Ehﬁ Caesars had such a truly gay feeling about it. The women
¢ loved women and being with other women really made them feel

1

women whom they loved and Whose company they en-

|
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Sweet Brown Bread

Makes 2 loaves

3C, buttermilk

l%C. brown ﬂugar
2tbsps. baking soda
1tbspe. salt

4C, wholewheat flour

14C, wheat germ

Combine in order, dissolving any
sugar lumps. Bake 1 hour =t 325.

Linda and Nancy's and Sue's
Super-Duper Mighty Fantesstic
Finger-lickin' good Reszl
Special Barbecue Sauce

MIX:

ketchup

beer

onion

molasses (dash)
tobasco (d=sh)

garlic salt

salt

worchestershire sauce

Midwest Wome

CUIVRE RIVER wWoOMEN WEEKEND
EAST LANSING LESBIianN CONFERENCE

The Midwestern Women's Festiv 1 S
River Park in the Missouri countiés?gi f'l;;d ?g ;Elvre
Women from Kansas City, Chicaco, and St. Louis com }Cs.
gether To relax 2nd regroup before headine back +- ch-
big Ci'tyl i ) v

For some of the women the weekend st-rt -
jolt., The lesbian separtists held - worisigpogzezizgf
type get-together for other lesbian separtists, Tﬂere
seemed to be a misunderstanding with the msjority of
women upon a clear definition of what a lesbian separ-
tist really is. We divided up into two groups to dis-
cuss the issue, A statement was made that being poli -
tical does not mean being cold, An znalogy was drawn
between the women's movement now zand the black mowement
in the 60's as far as splinter groups are concerned.
Some women from Ksnsas City said that we must fight the
oppression of ALL women which definitely includes les-
bians, but that it does not exclude non-lesbians.,
Thoughts were thrown out on long-term political goals,
The Chicago women made a statement that we all agreed
ont "We should not be ASKING for our rights, but DE-
MANDING them,"” To most of the women, separtism NOW is
not realistic, it is a utopian dream,

Workshops ranged from: the legal rights of women
with attorney Diane Taylor from St. Louis, to yoga, tai
chi, auto mechanics, lesbian arts and crafts, nature
walks, lesbian songwriters and musicians, country
skills (which involved visiting a dairy and farm run by
a woman and knowledge of how to use a chalnsaw ﬂntfl hand
saw), The self-help workshop was extremely beneficial,
We were taught the benefits of a plastic speculum and
how to use one, .

Thanks go out to Pat and the other country sisters
who made the festivsl a reality. It was greal sitting
by the campfire at night listening to music, being
mellow and getting to know the women from Kansas City

R AR e b 0w Carla B
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- EAST LANSING

Approximately 250 to 300 women from Missouri, Illinois,
Colorado, Tennessee, Ohio, and_all parts of Michigan came
together in East Lansing, Michigan, May 17-19. The con-
ference was sponsored by the LALF (Lansing Area Lesbian
Feminists) and headed up by Goldie and Margie. Lesbians
(separatists, semi-separatists, and non-separatists), bi-
sexuals and straight women all took part 1n the conference,
The following comes from statements made during the work-

ShOp e
BARS

This workshop consisted of about 25 to 30 women,
Discussion rallied around finding alternatives to the
bars., Women talked about almost all the bars that they
g0 to as being dives and real rip-offs., The lesbian
community is being ripped-off in =11 areas, The tra-
ditional myth handed down about =211 lesblans being drunk
and living in isolation is not true., We perpetuate the
use of alcohol b/c of this mentality. The bar is pretty
much of an over-sized closet where women can retreat and
be with other lesbians in 2 much less threatening atmos-
phere, We should be developing alternatives to the

whole scene., (Here in St., Louis we have begun by attempt-

ing a coffeehouse where women c2n get together =nd have
a good time, play music, =nd read poetry.)

The problem of alcohol is 2 major one in the lesbian
community, throughout the country., Alcohol kills a lot
of good experience, Many of our sisters are trapped in
the liquor routine because they don't have any other
place to put their energy . . + the dyke with the beer
can 18 perpetually passed down from generation to gener-
ations All we need is a little WOMANPOWER to create
some explosive alternatives,

MARGARET SLOAN

?ell-known speaker and founder of the National Black
Feminist Organization, Margaret Sloan, spoke to us on
Saturday afternoon. She had women rolling in the aisles
with her wit and sarcasm, Margaret ssid that the focus
must be on planning ahead, "We must move away from the
. defensive position. Say, 'Yes, I'm crazy, and go shead.'

Anyone who has had to grow up in a neterosex;
nomophobic state or culture would make an exist,
crazy." Lesbianism doesn't make us cra o
phobia does, Zy, homo-
"We should stop peddling lesbianism 1ike
on 5th Ave," Margaret came on strong and said that

there 18 still jealousy and there is stil}
we are going to make it, rage. But

Margaret sald we come out with a bunch of rhe-
toric that doesn’t mean anything to anyone anymore,
We must develop a sensitivity to those who won't
come out,.. MOST women are only out to their little
croup. Then she asked, “What do we have to offer:
1 poem, therapy, a party, a hot softball CAME 5 5 6
the great god known as the COLLECTIVE?* She said
that we're ripping each other off, emotionally,
economically, physically., We must organize a net-
work... encompassing all of the community through-

out the country.
As far as role-playing goes, don't celebrate

it, but don't come down 80 hard, because they were

out before the movement got off i1ts ass, Margaret
got serious for a moment and said, "We must beeéme

political. Anything that helps all women, helps
all women.,” She said, "I don't hate men, I just
don®*t need them, But we have the right to hate
men, because they have been raping us for cen=-
turies, although we do not celebrate midnight

castration parties.” :
As a bit of practical advice she said the

ability to be able to function through emotional
trauma is extremely important., When your lover
walks out the door that doesnit mean that your
whole identity is gone, We can't De wiped out
when the 2 of us grow away from each other, :
Margaret emphasized that we must get our identity
from ourselves. We must put energy into things

@ % i m
besides waiting for the mail., We women are war®,
passionate, alive and vulnerable, and it shouldn't

be used against us." Margaretl ended by saying, "We

; 2 re to
must not create a false unity, but there's mo &
ret together about than to separateés... 80, CELEBRATE! !

Garia-B.,
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ANNOUCEMENTS

Guifar and drum lessons in our home. Slidin
scale fee. Call Sue or Sunshine 865-1675

General home repairs & light carpentry work,
Call Mary or Carol 231-7576

- T e e _————— I A S s s

Hauling, exterior and interior houge painting,

& furniture stripping & refinishing, Call
Nancy 865-1675

Wanted: pcems, graphics, article letters for
prublication in Moonstorm send to Moonstorm,
P.0. Box 4201, Tower Grove, Station

If you have 3z couch, stove, chairs, etc. that
you'll give up cheap- call Diana or Nancy 865-1675

Starting this fall there will be a Women's
night every week at the Peoples c¢linic., If

you're interested in working on this calil-
Amy 725-4784

Anyone interested in playing soccer, football,
or baseball call Diana 865-1675,

£ are held every other week at
Tower Grove park. Interesed call Diana 865-1675
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